Go Green! – Energy Efficiency
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Reductions in household energy use not only benefit the environment, but also reduce your monthly household expenses.  Under the 1997 Electricity Generation Choice and Competition Act, electric rates - which are comprised of generation, transmission, and distribution - were capped to ease the transition to competitive markets.  The capped rates expire at the end of 2010 for Berks County.  The PA Public Utility Commission (PUC) estimates that customers of Met-Ed (FirstEnergy), which services Amity Township, will see a rate increase of approximately 9.1% in 2011.  Suggestions on how you can reduce your household energy consumption are provided below.
Conduct a Home Energy Audit
With basic information about your house and a copy of your recent electric and gas bills, you can complete a free simple home energy audit online through websites such as the FirstEnergy Home Energy Analyzer or hire a professional to conduct a comprehensive analysis.  FirstEnergy also provides discounted energy efficiency audits through their website.  Additional information about do-it-yourself and professional home energy audits can be found through the US Department of Energy (USDOE) Energy Savers website. 
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Replace Old Appliances with Energy Star Rated Equipment
ENERGY STAR is a government-backed symbol used to identify energy efficient appliances.  Click here to find ENERGY STAR products.  You may even qualify for tax credits or rebates for installing qualifying ENERGY STAR products.

Install Compact Fluorescent Lights (CFLs) or Light Emitting Diodes (LEDs) 
Incandescent light bulbs waste approximately 90% of their energy as lost heat.  Installing CFLs or LED lighting can reduce your lighting energy consumption by 75 – 80 percent. 
Weatherproof Your House

Proper insulation and air sealing will reduce your heating and cooling costs and make your house more comfortable.  Air sealing (sealing cracks and openings in your home) is one of the most significant ways to improve energy efficiency in your home.  The USDOE website provides tips on how to detect and seal air leaks.
Energy Efficiency Tax Credits, Rebates and Other Incentives
Several different types of Federal, state and local incentives are available to encourage energy efficiency.

Federal Tax Credits
Federal energy efficiency tax credits are available for qualifying products through 2011 and 2016 including tax credits for installation of ENERGY STAR windows, doors, and HVAC systems.  The various federal incentives are explained in more detail on the Energy Savers website.  

State Tax Credits and Rebates
A comprehensive list of currently available Pennsylvania energy efficiency and renewable energy tax credits and rebates can be found at the following website. 
Utility Rebates
FirstEnergy offers several different types of energy efficiency related rebates, including CFL bulb discounts, rebates for certain ENERGY STAR equipment, and old appliance turn in rebates.  The FirstEnergy website provides detailed information on their rebate programs. 
Go Green! – In Your Watershed

Amity Township is part of the Schuylkill River Watershed.  Many of our everyday activities can contribute to water pollution in our community.  The following is a list provided by the Berks County Conservation District of simple things you can do to help protect water quality.

· Do not discard or dump any trash, oil, or chemicals into storm drains. Storm drains lead directly into our waterways. 

· Use a broom instead of a hose to clean sidewalks. 

· Keep your grass two to three inches high to retain the soil’s moisture. 

· Use low pressure, perforated hoses for watering instead of sprinklers. 

· Form ditches around plants to prevent runoff. 

· Use mulch to reduce water evaporation from the soil. 

· Water your lawn in the morning or evening to prevent excess evaporation. 

· Be careful of watering your lawns in the summer months – Your grass needs only one inch of water every 5 to 7 days! 

· Plant vegetation that is native. It will withstand drought conditions and require less watering than nonnative species. 

· Consider using sand or regular kitty litter as a less toxic alternative to deicers in the winter 

· Have routine maintenance of your car to prevent and identify potential leaks. 

· Wash your car on your lawn instead of on your driveway. The water will drain into your lawn instead of flowing down a storm drains, which leads directly to local streams. Or take your car to a local car wash; they recycle the water that is used. 

· Start a compost pile! Composting recycles yard waste, prevents weed growth and erosion, conserves soil moisture, and stabilizes soil temperature. Grass clippings, egg shells, wood chips, and tree bark all work well as compost. 

· Place a rain barrel underneath rain spouts. The water can then be used for gardening needs. 

· Aim downspouts onto grassy areas of your yard that flow away from your house, not on driveways or walkways. This allows the ground to absorb the water instead of having the water be flushed into storm drains. A wooded or garden area absorbs more water than turf grass 

· Test your soil. Contact Penn State University’s Cooperative Extension in Berks County to request a soil test at 610-378-1327 or visit http://berks.extension.psu.edu/ 

· If you do need to fertilize your lawn, never apply more than is recommended – too much can burn your lawn. Also, do not fertilize before a rain storm, and keep fertilizer off sidewalks and driveways where it can easily wash into storm drains 

· Plant a rain garden. Rain gardens contain native plant species that retain stormwater runoff and allow the water to soak back into the ground at a natural rate. The native plants can withstand times of either drought or flood and offer an aesthetic quality to a yard as well as a much needed pollution prevention technique! 
The PA Public Utility Commission (PUC) estimates that customers of Met-Ed, which services Amity Township, will see a rate increase of approximately 9.1% in 2011.





Example Rain Barrel








