AMITY TOWNSHIP

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ADVISORY COUNCIL

REORGANIZATION AND REGULAR MEETING

MINUTES

THURSDAY JANUARY 8, 2009


The Meeting of the Amity Township Economic Development Advisory Council (AEDAC) was convened at 7 PM prevailing time on Thursday January 8th, 2009. Present for the meeting were:

Blair Gilbert

Odvar Norheim

Robert Elsas

Joe Peterson

Lee Mauger

Ned Selwyn


Absent:

Matt Ferdock

 
Others present were Township Manager Charles E. Lyon. 


Reorganization was the first order of business. Nominations were as follows:



Chair


Odvar Norheim



Vice Chair

Blair Gilbert



Secretary 

Matt Ferdock 

The slate was carried by unanimous acclamation.


There was no public comment.


There was no comment by the Chair.


The minutes of November 13, 2008 were approved and notation was made that the December meeting was cancelled.


Old Business: 

A. Robert Elsas is editing the final edition of the 

Annual Report for EDAC to present to the Board of Supervisors. 

B. A brief discussion was held concerning the Land Development Streamlining Process. Based upon the 75-day approval of the Reading Hospital Plan, EDAC decided to table any further discussion temporarily. The board suggested a letter be sent to the PC and Supervisors, acknowledging their efforts to expedite the plan review process and to maintain that level of attention to process plans as quickly as possible. EDAC would continue to monitor future submissions and comment as necessary.

C. There were no reports from other commissions.

New Business:

A. Minutes from the Joint meeting to kickoff the AWIP Project
were distributed along with a memo from Berks County P.C. 

regarding the project and its impact on the Joint 

Comprehensive Plan. Mr. Lyon suggested that the key is to 

determine if rezoning 270 acres of land that is currently Low 

Density Residential to Business/Office Campus is significant. 

If it is, then we have to revisit fully the Joint 

Comprehensive Plan. If not, the process could be considerably 

shortened. The Planning Commission will discuss this issue. 

The supervisors have hired Bozia Engineering to shepherd 

redoing the Act 209 revisions. The engineer, attorney and 

manager are scheduled to meet to review tasks to complete, 

consider timelines and to work out an agenda for the next 

meeting Joint meeting to be held Wednesday January 28, 2009 at 

7 p.m. EDAC felt that rezoning could be facilitated if draft 

zonings could be presented by EDAC. Blair Gilbert said it was 

important to have the developers contribute to any proposed 

draft. He will contact several developers to elicit their 

suggestions and present to EDAC for discussion.

B. Phase II Letter was discussed. Odvar Norheim said he felt 

uncomfortable “acting as a realtor”, trying to get the 

property owners to join together for development. Chazz Lyon 

suggested changing lot size along the 422 Corridor to to 

compel owners to band together to meet minimum lot size 

requirements. Blair Gilbert will consult with commercial 

developers to get some suggestions on what size lot areas 

should be along 422 corridor to get the highest use of the 

land. The letter will not be sent.

C. EDAC Management and Focus: The New Chair addressed EDAC, 

saying that his philosophy is to narrow the number of tasks 

that EDAC is seeking to accomplish in 2009 to apply more focus 

and concentrate of completion of those tasks. He stated that 

EDAC was trying to do to many things and not achieving its 

goals. Following is an agenda, he suggested:

1. EDAC WEBSITE – Chazz Lyon said that EDAC has a web 

presence at amitytownshippa.com. The old site has been 

abandoned and efforts are underway to have the county 

shut our site down.

2. AWIP – Complete the rezoning of theses 270 acres to Business/Office Campus.

3. Building Height in AWIP and AEIP

4. Market of Amity West Business Office Campus (AWIP)

5. Market of Amity East Industrial Park (AEIP)

A. Tornetta

B. Whitman

D. Agenda items for 2009 to be discussed
  There no budget updates.

  The agenda will be compiled for our next meeting in February. Any items for consideration should be forwarded to Chairman Norheim not later than the close of business the Monday before our Thursday meeting.

  There being no further business, Chairman Norheim adjourned the meeting.

Respectfully submitted

Joe Peterson

Acting Secretary


