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Amity Township Board of Supervisors

Meeting Minutes

January 19, 2011
Call to Order/Pledge to the Flag

The January 19, 2011 meeting of the Amity Township Board of Supervisors, held at the Municipal Township Building, 2004 Weavertown Rd., Douglassville, Berks County, Pennsylvania, was called to order at 7:00 PM by Chairperson Robert Yanos.  The following were in attendance:

SUPERVISORS

Robert R. Yanos, Chair

Paul Weller

Terry Jones

STAFF

JoAnne Sowers-Smith, Secretary/Treasurer

Charles E. Lyon, Manager 

Kent Shuebrook, Chief of Police

Brian Boland, Solicitor/Kozloff Stoudt

John Weber, Engineer/LTL Consultants

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

None

PUBLIC COMMENT (AGENDA ITEMS ONLY)
None

MINUTES  

Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve the minutes of January 3, 2011. Motion passed 3-0. 

FINANCE

Moved by Mr. Jones, seconded by Mr. Weller and duly passed to approve the following disbursements:


$    85,006.45  General Fund (1)





$    32,438.98  Fire Fund (4)


$    31,076.77  Sewer Fund (8)

$      4,252.67  Sewer EDU Fund (9)

$    13,400.83  Liquid Fuels  (35)

$  166,175.70  Total  

The Treasurer’s Report and Tax Collector’s Report for December was presented to the Board for their review. 

REPORTS
Fire Companies   The December reports and year end reports were presented to the Board for their review. Both companies reported that things were working well. 

Fire Marshal The Fire Marshal’s year-end report was presented for review. 

Planning Commission The Kutz’s were asking for waivers for placing concrete monuments as shown on the plan and to allow their plan as a Preliminary/Final submission. Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to grant the 90-day extension and the two waivers. Motion passed 3-0. 

Cooke Zoning Hearing Recommendation Mr. Cooke asked for a variance for a second kitchen in their home. He was willing to attach a note to the deed as to who would be allowed to live in the home or to have the kitchen removed if the house is sold. Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to recommend approval provided that the second kitchen would be removed when Mrs. Cooke is no longer living there or deceased and Mr. Cooke would give the Township access to the home for the length of the term and the second kitchen would be disassembled when the house is sold. Motion passed 3-0. Mr. Boland will write the letter to the Zoning Hearing Board. 
OLD BUSINESS

SALDO change- lighting ordinance  The Board discussed intersection lighting in the Township. Mr. Weber described the lighting in High Meadows as typical of what would be permitted by the ordinance. The Manager suggested looking at Met Ed’s classifications of lighting, adapt the ordinance to require that classification so Met Ed would be responsible for maintenance of the lights. Mr. Weber discussed that the new ordinance would require that power lines from the transformer to the poles would be required to be placed in conduit and would allow for inspections of the work. This will be brought up again next month. 
SOLICITOR’S REPORT

Mr. Boland presented the Brutto improvements agreements for execution. He presented a draft of a non-uniform pension ordinance amendment that increases the percentage of calculating retirement to 1.4% from 1.3% as required by the Teamsters (429) Contract. He stated he had sent it to the actuary for his review. Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to authorize advertisement of the ordinance for adoption pending a favorable review by Tom Redmond. Motion passed 3-0. Mr. Boland discussed the Patterson broken sewer line issue. He stated that Mr. Patterson had paid the Township’s costs to repair the line, so the payment request could be released. Furthermore, Mr. Patterson understands that he is still responsible for any fines and/or penalties that could be levied against the Township by DEP, EPA or any other administrative agency for the spillage. Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to authorize the payment of $41,131.58 to B.P. Patterson on the contract. Motion passed 3-0. 
ENGINEER’S REPORT
Mr. Weber reported that he had attended a preconstruction meeting with the Brutto’s. He is reviewing the shop drawings. The engineer for the Brutto’s needs to design the retaining wall. 

NEW BUSINESS

Liquid Fuels Report for 2010     Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve execution of the Liquid Fuels report for 2010. Motion passed 3-0. 
Auditor for Tax Collector     Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve Reinsel, Kuntz and Lesher as auditor for the tax collector for 2010. Motion passed 3-0. 
Air Compressor Purchase for Sewer plant   The Board discussed Mr. Wheeler’s request for an air compressor. The Manager suggested that he come to the next meeting to explain his need to the Board. 
EMPLOYEE/OFFICIAL REPORTS

Manager.   Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve raising the spending limits of Department heads and the Manager to $1000 and $3999.99 respectively as recommended by the Manager. Motion failed 2-1. Mr. Yanos opposed. 
The Board discussed having department heads approve training for staff without coming before the Board. Mr. Jones felt that it was more efficient to have the department heads approve the training if the expense is in the budget. Mr. Weller and Mr. Yanos felt they would rather have it come before the Board so they know what is going on. 
The 429 grievance letters were addressed by Mr. Boland. They are invited to the next meeting or proceed to arbitration. 
Mr. Lyon reported that the potable water system at the sewer plant is not working. Three bids to provide a filter system were obtained. The Manager recommended Defrain at a cost of $4888. Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to approve the filter installation by Defrain, but if Mr. Wheeler wants to revisit the water softener system that would be ok. Motion passed 3-0. 
Mr. Weber stated he had reviewed the changes provided by McMahon for ADA compliance and provided some suggestions to them. 

Mr. Lyon stated he had received a letter from the Conservation District regarding an odor complaint from a resident. The Conservation District determined that there was no violation. 

The Manager provided a summary of 2010 accomplishments and a financial summary for the year. 

Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to authorize the Manager to move forward with the engineering for improvements to the equalization tank and the manhole replacements necessary. Motion passed 3-0. 

The final baseball agreement for Hill Road with Daniel Boone Youth Sports (DBYS) was presented to the Board. After execution by DBYS the agreement will be brought to the Board for their execution in February. 

Chief of Police  The Chief discussed the department’s annual report. Officer Smith has been doing follow up work on open cases. Officers High and Coe were instrumental in preventing a suicide and saving a women’s life. Officers Oesterling, Devlin and Coe helped with an arrest of an armed robbery suspect in Oley. Chief Shuebrook reported that 67 citations were issued during the last snowstorm. Three policies were given to the Solicitor for his review. The Chief reported that the new radios may cost less than anticipated. Officer Gauby asked for reimbursement for his college tuition. The Chief felt it was appropriate to reimburse him per the contract for the one course that was relevant to his job. Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to reimburse Officer Gauby $387.75 for his education expense. Motion passed 3-0. 
SUPERVISORS 

Mr. Yanos wanted it to be clear that while he did vote to approve the disbursements, he was not in favor of the change order extra for Milford Builders. 
PUBLIC COMMENT

Denise Larive asked if any residents were cited for not shoveling their sidewalks. The Manager responded that  shoveling sidewalks is addressed on a written complaint basis. Mr. Lyon was aware of one call, but not aware of any written complaints. Complaints can be filed on line or during normal hours with the Code Department.
ADJOURNMENT & EXECUTIVE SESSION
Upon a motion by Mr. Weller and seconded by Mr. Jones and duly passed, the meeting was recessed at 9:15PM. 

The meeting was recalled to order at approximately 10 p.m. by Chairman Yanos. Terry Jones moved and Paul Weller seconded to remove Alistar Howell-Clark from probationary status and make him a permanent full-time employee. In addition Howell-Clark’s title was to be changed to Public Works Foreman/Roadmaster and his salary is to be amended by adding $1,500.00 to his current salary. Motion passed on a roll call vote as follows:

Robert Yanos
AYE

Terry Jones
AYE

Paul Weller
AYE


There being no further business Terry Jones moved to adjourn seconded by Paul Weller. Motion passed on a roll call vote as follows:

Robert Yanos
AYE

Terry Jones
AYE

Paul Weller
AYE







Respectfully submitted,

JoAnne Sowers-Smith 







Secretary/Treasurer
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