AMITY TOWNSHIP PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD

AMITY TOWNSHIP MUNICIPAL BUILDING

MEETING MINUTES

FEBRUARY 2, 2009
MEMBERS PRESENT :  Risa Marmontello, Joe Rusiewicz, Harold Boyer, David Rathgeb,  Jerry Kupp.   Township Manager, Chazz Lyon arrived at 8:00 p.m.   

PUBLIC ATTENDING:   Anthony Tucci,  Karen LeBlanc,  Gary and Laura Siebert. 

CALL TO ORDER/PLEDGE TO FLAG – Chairman Harold Boyer called the meeting to order with the pledge to the flag a 7:01 p.m. 

MOTION TO APPROVE MINUTES OF DECEMBER 22, 2008 MEETING.  Motion made by Joe Rusiewicz,  second by David Rathgeb. Motion passed 4-0. 


MOTION TO APPROVE MINUTES OF JANUARY 5, 2009 MEETING.  Motion made by Joe Rusiewicz, second by Harold Boyer.  Motion passed 3-0. 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS ACTIONS    Supervisors reinstated the $1,000 donation to the Historic Preservation Trust at their meeting in December.

DISCUSSION – SUMMER DAY CAMP PROGRAM
Laura and Gary Siebert from Ozzy’s attended to discuss ways to improve the summer day camp program.  Last year attendance was less than adequate most weeks and the program lost a little over $2,000. The program is designed to pay for itself with the registration fees, but only at full enrollment each week. Looking for ways to make the program more successful, the recreation board discussed various issues and options -  Full day vs. half day program,  registration dates,  advertising , etc…. Ozzy’s will not raise the price they charge us,  it will be the same as last year - $1.750.00 per week. 

After hearing the suggestions, the board has decided to make the following changes to the program for 2009:

The time of the program will be 8-12 am instead of 9am to 1pm.

Registration should be held earlier if possible– early April instead of early May.

The program will run for 8 weeks.  This year July 4th falls on a Sat. The first week of the program will be mid June as before and end in early August. 

We will offer the program at the same cost- $40 per week per child to people who register early before May 1st.  After that the cost will be $ 45.00 per week.

Enrollment in the program is unrestricted. Parents can sign up for as many weeks as they want.  Weekly themes will be changed to offer the more popular ones more than once. 

A much more aggressive advertising campaign is planned. Additional free advertising will include The Mercury, Reading Eagle, Ozzy’s website and ads also MOMS Club activities, community organizations, township website and newsletter.  

Anthony Tucci informed the board that Birdsboro is dropping its summer playground program.  Board discussed opening the Amity program to school district residents, also discussed possible on line registration in the future. 
LEASE WITH AMITY A.C. -  Board reviewed changes in revised lease.  Karen LeBlanc saidshe would see that the township would receive a schedule of field maintenance.
MOTION to recommend approval of revised lease with Amity A.C.    Motion made by David Rathgeb, second by Joe Rusiewicz.  Motion passed 5-0. 

Joe Rusiewicz reported that there has been some interest in the school service project he proposed.  They would need a room at the school this spring for a 7 week commitment. 
MOTION to approve the Moonlight Hike sponsored by Monocacy Hill Conservation Assn. on Friday, April 10, 2009.  Motion made by David Rathgeb; second by Jerry Kupp.  Motion passed 5-0. 
REPORTS

LICENSE COMMITTEE  - no report

LEAF CREEK TRAIL COMMITTEE -  no meeting will be held in February. Next meeting will be in March.
FOREST STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE -  Committee will review the Forest Stewardship Plan on February 19th. 
Anthony Tucci ( DYBA)  discussed usage of Lake Drive Legion field. He will present board with a letter at the March meeting for approval.
BOARD CONCERNS 
Risa Marmontello mentioned that ice skating at Amity Community Park has been quite successful this winter.

Joe Rusiewicz  mentioned that the next recreation roundtable meeting will be held either March 3rd or April 2nd. Board members would be notified. 
ADJOURNMENT-  MOTION to  adjourn meeting at 8:20 p.m. made by Jerry Kupp; second by Risa Marmontello.  Motion passed 5-0. 
                                                                                   Respectfully submitted,

                                                                                   Risa Marmontello,  Sec. 
