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AMITY TOWNSHIP

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ADVISORY COUNCIL

MEETING MINUTES

February 7, 2008

Call to Order/Pledge to the Flag
The February 7, 2008 meeting of the Amity Township Economic Development Advisory Committee, held at the Municipal Township Building, 2004 Weavertown Road, Douglassville, Berks County, PA, was called to order at 7:00pm by Chairperson, Robert Elsas. The following were in attendance:

EDAC
Robert Elsas (Chair)

Blair Gilbert (Vice-Chair)

Ned Selwyn, Jr.

Matt Ferdock

Lee Mauger

Oddvar Norheim

Joe Peterson

STAFF
Charles E. Lyon, Manager

Richard Gokey, Supervisor Liaison
Announcements:  None at this time.
Visitors’/Public Comments:  None at this time.

Chair’s Comments:  Mr. Elsas was very grateful for his nomination to serve as Chairman of the EDAC for 2008. He thanked Mr. Gokey for his help and guidance.
Approval of Minutes:  Mr. Matt Ferdock moved, seconded by Mr. Joe Peterson to approve the minutes from the January 10th EDAC meetings. The motion passed 6-0.

Discussion Items:   
1. Economic Development Plan for Amity Township:
a. Mr. Ferdock reviewed EDAC Plan and will address air quality relative other cities in the US;

b. He will also review water quality relative to other US cities;

c. Mr. Ferdock asked Mr. Lyon to determine number of acres of floodplain agriculture, and fiber optic cabling;

d. Mr. Ferdock requested that the remaining slides be tabled and instead that he would integrate all slides and send them out for review and comment.
e. Mr. Norheim’s slides were reviewed. 

2. Mr. Gilbert discussed turning the EDAC Plan into a sellable marketing piece and identified the following as critical beforehand:

a. Fast Track Development Process;
i. Mr. Selwyn discussed a process critique that would “walk-through” the approval process here at Township;

ii. Mr. Selwyn motioned that the EDAC propose to the BOS that a process critique be performed to identify opportunities to fast-track the development process.

1. The motion was seconded by Mr. Ferdock and approved 7-0 by the EDAC.

2. Mr. Selwyn motioned that Mr. Ferdock and Mr. Selwyn lead the process critique. It was seconded by Mr. Elsas and approved 7-0.
b. Re-writing Township Commercial Zoning regulations

3. Mr. Elsas’ slides were reviewed.
a. Mr. Lyon will contact Mr. Alan Piper regarding the 422 corridor planning to ensure that Amity has representation on the steering committee.

b. Mr. Norheim suggested that a follow up letter be prepared and signed by the EDAC and possibly Mr. Gokey, sent to relevant parties relating to the 422 corridor in an attempt to promote Amity representation on the steering committee.
c. Mr. Elsas discussed the economic meeting held recently and attended by Amity.

4. Mr. Elsas reviewed the EDAC 2008 Project Plan and recommended that it be finalized the week of February 12th and forwarded to the EDAC for review and comment. Mr. Ferdock and Mr. Norheim will assist completing this. 

Old Business:  None at this time.

Agenda Items for Next Meeting:  

1. [Reiterate action items in brief – Matt to update].
Public Comment:  None at this time.
Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 9:10pm on a motion from Mr. Gilbert, seconded by Mr. Nordheim. Motion passed 7-0.

Respectfully Submitted:

Matt Ferdock

Secretary, EDAC[image: image2.jpg]
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