AMITY TOWNSHIP

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ADVISORY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

MINUTES

THURSDAY FEBRUARY 12, 2009


The Meeting of the Amity Township Economic Development Advisory Council (EDAC) was convened at 7 PM prevailing time on Thursday February 12th, 2009. Present for the meeting were:

Odvar Norheim
Chair

Blair Gilbert Vice-Chair

 Robert Elsas

Lee Mauger

Ned Selwyn


Absent:

Matt Ferdock, Secretary

Joe Peterson

 
Others present were Township Manager Charles E. Lyon and Property Owner Henry Koch.


There was no public comment.


There was no comment by the Chair.


The minutes of January 8, 2009 were approved on a motion by Blair Gilbert and Second by Ned Selwyn. 


Old Business: 

A. Robert Elsas will have the annual report to the Board of Supervisors completed for our next meeting in March.  

B. Streamlining the Land Development Process will be dropped from the agenda based upon the performance of both the Planning Commission and the Board of Supervisors. A letter will be constructed and signed by all EDAC members to be sent to both Boards lauding their efforts to facilitate the plan review process. 

C. There were no reports from other commissions.

New Business:

1. Commonwealth Financing Authority Grant Application for the

Monocacy Interceptor was discussed. The Township is applying 

for a matching grant totaling approximately $1.3 million to help construct the interceptor. Blair Gilbert moved and Robert Elsas seconded to recommend endorsement of the project because it will abet economic development in the newly rezoned highway commercial district.

2. Rezoning: comments by Gorski were discussed by the Council. 

After a lengthy discussion it was decided to meet in small 

groups to review the Gorski suggestions. The issue was tabled.

It was suggested by Mr. Koch, that the Council should was 

making the issue more complex by trying to write a zoning 

ordinance. He suggested they establish parameters of what uses 

and other matters would aid the township in developing 

economically. 

3. Rezoning: Discussion focused on whether to add additional land 

to the proposed rezoning for the area designated to be 

office/business campus. The (2) two parcels include Bel Air 

Estates Trailer park and the orphan parcel of the Koch farm 

located to the west of Limekiln Road immediately north of the 

trailer park. After some discussion, the issue was tabled 

until more information could be obtained and analyzed.

4. Rezoning: Discussion focused on whether to pursue rezoning or an overlay. After a brief discussion, the Council decided on recommending a rezoning instead of an overlay. The overriding factor was to preclude the construction of single family residences, which an overlay would not accomplish.

5. An off/on ramp sketch was presented for discussion for 422 and service to the Amity Eastern Industrial Park (AEIP) area. After a brief discussion this item was tabled indefinitely.

6. Postcard marketing piece was tabled due to the lateness of the hour.

7. The web site was discussed. Mr. Norheim suggested that the we site could use a little fluff. The manager told the Council that direction from a previous board had been given to remove “fluff.” 

  There no budget updates.

  The agenda will be compiled for our next meeting in March. Any items for consideration should be forwarded to Chairman Norheim not later than the close of business the Monday before our Thursday meeting.

  There being no further business, Chairman Norheim accepted a motion from Bob Elsas seconded by Ned Selwyn to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried unanimously

Respectfully submitted

Chazz Lyon

Acting Secretary


