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AMITY TOWNSHIP

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ADVISORY COUNCIL

MEETING MINUTES

March 13, 2008

DRAFT
Call to Order/Pledge to the Flag
The March 13, 2008 meeting of the Amity Township Economic Development Advisory Committee, held at the Municipal Township Building, 2004 Weavertown Road, Douglassville, Berks County, PA, was called to order at 7:00pm by Chairperson, Robert Elsas. The following were in attendance:

EDAC
Robert Elsas (Chair)

Blair Gilbert (Vice-Chair)

Ned Selwyn, Jr.

Matt Ferdock

Lee Mauger

Oddvar Norheim

Joe Peterson (regrets)
STAFF
Charles E. Lyon, Manager

Richard Gokey, Supervisor Liaison (regrets)
Announcements:  None at this time.
Visitors’/Public Comments:  None at this time.

Chair’s Comments:  None at this time.
Board’s Comments: Mr. Gilbert provided an article regarding an 84 acre parcel in Douglass Township that sold for $950,000. Two other real estate listings were provided that gives credence to the argument that the appraisal done for Amity Township showing that the average value of developable land is $75,000 is highly ​over-valued. Mr. Douglas Haring performed this audit in order to determine the fee in lieu of charge per land for developers.

Mr. Norheim recommended that the EDAC prepare a request to the BOS regarding the recreation fee.
Mr. Selwyn pointed out that Amity must compete with neighboring townships. And our fees are a road block to future commercial development. Thus if we can recommend a more competitive fee structure, we can encourage commercial/industrial development.

Mr. Elsas agreed to do further study before making a recommendation. 
Mr. Lyon pointed out that the Township land valuation is a weighted average. 
Approval of Minutes:  Mr. Blair Gilbert moved, seconded by Mr. Matt Ferdock to approve the minutes from the February 7th EDAC meetings. The motion passed 5-0.

Discussion Items:   
1. Review EDAC Project Plan.
a. Mr. Ferdock reviewed the EDAC Project Plan.

b. The EDAC Economic Presentation needs to be completed.

c. Mr. Selwyn will develop slides for LABOR FORCE CHARACTERISTICS and PROFILE.

d. Mr. Ferdock will send to Mr. Selwyn Mr. Gilbert’s analysis.
2. Mr. Norheim discussed proposing changes to current zoning.

a. He recommended that the EDAC make a motion to the BOS to redesign the 422 corridor to create an intersection near Rte 662.

b. Mr. Gokey pointed out that PennDOT has already acquired the land near 422 in order to create a turning lane on the Westbound lane of 422 on the Amity Township line.

c. Mr. Gokey discussed the problems created by the “jersey barriers” as they prevent flexible business access.

i. Mr. Elsas commented that the road needs to be widened, a turning lane needs to be added.

ii. Mr. Norheim recommended that the Township look to adding a right-hand turn lane off  422, two express lanes and a left-hand turn lane.
iii. Mr. Elsas said he would attend the meeting related to the 422 Corridor Study.

d. Mr. Gokey discussed the re-zoning effort ongoing and expects that the land on the west end of the Township will be re-zoned by the end of April or mid-May meeting.

3. Mr. Norheim discussed adding more HC/LI land to the total amount available for development.

a. The EDAC agreed to modify its recommendation to:

i. NOT recommend combining HC/LI zoning;

ii. Re-draw the LI land on the western side of the Township;

iii. Recommend widening the intersection with Limekiln and Limekiln.

b. Mr. Gilbert pointed out that combined HC/LI may be a roadblock to commercial development.

c. Mr. Gilbert also pointed out that the new HC land on the western side of the Township would NOT be a roadblock to the LI land proposed behind it along Limekiln road.

4. Mr. Gokey discussed analyzing fees charged to Township of similar size in order to become more competitive.
5. Mr. Ferdock to follow up with Mr. Lyon relative to Web site changes for the EDAC.

6. Mr. Elsas discussed whether the EDAC wanted to propose whether Douglass Township should be a voting member or a non-voting participant on the EDAC.
a. Mr. Gokey discussed working more closely with Union and Birdsboro townships.

b. Mr. Mauger agreed to provide a zoning map of his Township.

c. Mr. Elsas will contact Douglass Township supervisor to attend the EDAC.

7. The first BOS meeting following the EDAC meeting will be attended by the Chair of the EDAC and the Co-Chair in his absence.
8. Mr. Ferdock and Mr. Norheim will attend the Planning Commission meetings.

a. A report will be made to the EDAC on any relevant topics.

Updates: 

9. The first BOS meeting following the EDAC meeting will be attended by the Chair of the EDAC and the Co-Chair in his absence.

a. A report will be made to the EDAC on any relevant topics.

10. Mr. Ferdock and Mr. Norheim will attend the Planning Commission meetings.

a. A report will be made to the EDAC on any relevant topics.

Old Business:  None at this time.

Agenda Items for Next Meeting:  

1. Mr. Elsas recommended that we identify realistic tax revenue projections for the EDAC by the next meeting.
Public Comment:  None at this time.
Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 9:10pm on a motion from Mr. Gilbert, seconded by Mr. Nordheim. Motion passed 6-0.

Respectfully Submitted:

Matt Ferdock

Secretary, EDAC[image: image2.jpg]
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