AMITY TOWNSHIP PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD
AMITY TOWNSHIP MUNICIPAL BUILDING

MARCH 25TH, 2008

MEETING MINUTES
MEMBERS PRESENT : Risa Marmontello,  Jerry Kupp,  David Rathgeb,  Township Manager-   Charles Lyon.    Harold Boyer arrived at 7:35 pm. Public present:  John Okuniewski,  Mae Ann Rehrer,  Anthony Tucci.
Vice Chairman, Jerry Kupp called the meeting to order at 7:20 pm with the pledge to the flag.  

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

              Motion to approve minutes of December 19, 2007 meeting made by Jerry 
                     Kupp,  second by Risa Marmontello. Motion passed 3-0. 

              Motion to approve minutes of February 26, 2008 meeting mace by David 

                    Rathgeb,  second by Risa Marmontello.  Motion passed 3-0. 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS ACTIONS -  Mr Lyon reported the following actions by the board of supervisors:  Approval to advertise for summer help

                     Approval to repair Hill Road fence
                     Waived permit fees for two sheds for DYBA
TOWNSHIP MANAGER’S REPORT – Attached
Blazer Midget Football –.   John Okuniewski reported that the lights at Amity Community Park will be reset Thursday.  The immediate need for the football teams is practice space while fields are being repaired. Possible options include softball field at Hill Road or a field at the high school.  The organization would be willing to invest in improvements with some guarantee that protects their right to use the fields.
DYBA is installing dirt boxes to store the infield mix. Township will inspect. The Opening Day for DYBA Baseball season is Saturday, April 19th
MOTION to confirm repair of Hill Road outfield fence made by David Rathgeb, second by Harold Boyer.  Motion passed 4-0. 
DBCA Update– Tony Tucci – Lake Drive legion field fence needs to be repaired. St. Pius is now using Lake Drive for practice.  There has been no word from the adult softball league.  Pepsi refrigerators will be installed in both sides of the Amity Community Park pavilion. 
DBCA received their infield mix for Legion Field. Tony Tucci asked about Community Days move to Amity Community Park and was told that it would not be happening this year.  Baseball organizations are discussing possible merger.
Leaf Creek Trail Committee – Responses have come back from most organizations.  Mae Ann Rehrer will represent Monocacy Hill Conservation Assn. with Risa Marmontello as an alternate. 
Harold Boyer will represent Historic Preservation Trust and the Recreation Board. 

Township is having trouble acquiring tax relief on the Oetzel Property.

MOTION  to name the Oetzel property as part of the Amity Community Park Road Recreation Area made by Harold Boyer, second by David Rathgeb.  Motion passed 4-0.

RECREATION FEES  -  Mr. Lyon reviewed the report by Doug Haring and board discussed various fee structures in neighboring municipalities. He mentioned that the EDAC was not in favor of recreation fees for commercial developments.  Some municipalities have other taxes on businesses.  
David Rathgeb asked whether or not it was possible to have a two tiered fee structure - one rate for residential and one for commercial. Harold Boyer is in favor of reducing fees for commercial development. Risa Marmontello commented that it is the job of the recreation board to advocate for recreation for the community and that several future recreation projects are needed for Amity after the debt on Amity Community Park is paid. Action on this issue was tabled until the April meeting. Mr. Lyon will continue to look into comparative rates and question solicitor about fee structure.
 David Rathgeb will represent Recreation Board on Community Days committee. 
MOTION to approve packet of materials for Summer Day Camp Program made by Jerry Kupp, second by David Rathgeb. Motion passed 4-0. 
Amity Lions Club Flagpole  -  David Rathgeb reported that the Amity Lions Club wants to erect a flagpole with a memorial at Amity Community Park.  Location will need to be determined close to electrical lines for lighting. 
FOREST STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE -  Board reviewed the request for proposals ( RFP) completed by the Forest Stewardship Committee. 
MOTION to approve RFP with the following change – an electronic copy of proposal should be submitted. Motion made by Harold Boyer,  second by  David Rathgeb.  Motion passed 4-0. RFP will go to supervisors for approval on April 2nd.
Two letters have been received for recreation board vacancy.   Board agreed on an April 15th deadline for acceptance of letters. Board secretary will write thank you letter to Lance Williard for his service on the board. 

PUBLIC COMMENT – None

MOTION to adjourn meeting made at 10:12 pm by David Rathgeb, second by Risa Marmontello.  Motion passed 4-0.

                                                                    Respectfully submitted,

                                                                    Risa Marmontello, Secretary
