AMITY TOWNSHIP PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD
AMITY TOWNSHIP MUNCIPAL BUILDING

MEETING MINUTES

APRIL 6, 2009    7:00  pm
MEMBERS ATTENDING:   Harold Boyer, David Rathgeb, Risa Marmontello,  Jerry Kupp,  Joe Rusiewicz.  Also attending: Charles Lyon- Township Manager.
Public present:  Mae Ann Rehrer,  Robert Kline, Keith  Gable, Brian Gable, John Okuniewski, Mike Dekker.

Chairman, Harold Boyer called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm with the pledge to the flag.

MOTION to approve minutes of March 2, 2009 meeting. Motion made by Harold Boyer,  second by Jerry Kupp. Motion passed 3-0.
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS ACTIONS – Mr Lyon reported that the supervisors approved the Forest Stewardship Plan for Monocacy Hill. They also voted to not hire a summer recreation employee this year.
DISCUSSION with FIRE COMPANY OFFICIALS
Robert Kline, Monarch Fire Co., briefed the board on the recent brush fire south of Monocacy Hill two weeks ago. He stated that he feels there should be more access roads to the park and the trails should be 8-10 ft wide. He mentioned that it would be better to plan this access now to minimize damage to the forest and to ensure that the fire crews could respond quickly. The south and west sides of the park were the areas that needed increased access.  
Harold Boyer and Risa Marmontello mentioned that the Forest Stewardship Committee had discussed fire and safety access as part of the committee’s work and they were told by Amity Fire Co. representatives that most trail areas were accessible with the equipment available. 

Mr. Lyon said that he talked to Tim Dugan, service forester about a tree safety group that would assess fire safety.  Mr Kline said that Steve Moyer, a fire warden, would be a person to talk to about this issue. Mr. Kline offered that he would be willing to provide an access to the southwest corner of the park through his property. 

Forest fire training , possible drills and call areas are all topics that would still need to be discussed.  Discussion will continue at the May meeting.

TOWNSHIP MANAGER’S REPORT (Attached)
Vandalism has been reported at Lake Drive.  Mr. Lyon and staff have advised board to consider changes to park hours. 

The Leaf Creek Trail Committee will be taking a tour of the proposed trail corridor on Saturday April 11th at 8 am. The committee voted on two options for the trail route at the last meeting. The next meeting will be Tuesday April 14th, 7:00 pm.
There was a meeting with school district officials concerning the condition of area sports fields throughout the district.  Recommendations for Amity Community Park included bleachers, benches, dugouts, additional signage and lighting on some fields, as well as field improvements.
MOTION to recommend change in hours for recreation areas as follows:  The hours of all unlighted recreation areas will be dawn to dusk.  Lighted areas, such as tennis courts and basketball courts, will remain open until 10:00 pm.  Motion was made by David Rathgeb ; second by Risa Marmontello.  Motion passed 5-0.
DANIEL BOONE YOUTH SPORTS - Mike Dekker reported on several items:   In field mix has been delivered. He will take care of repairing the dugouts at Lake Drive. He has obtained a cost estimate of $600.00 from a contractor for providing water from the well near the upper ball field at Hill Road. He also provided a drawing of a proposed stone walkway.  Mr. Dekker will get estimate.  Board will check budget and determine if township can assist with cost of these projects. Opening Day will be Saturday, April 18th  at 10:00am at Hill Road. He will provide game schedule.  There will be tournaments on July 18th and 25th at Hill Road.  
BLAZER MIDGET FOOTBALL – John Okuniewski requested permission for use of pop up tents and gas grills and banners at football events.  They would be removed each day.   He also will ask school district for permission for a larger storage pod. Regarding noise complaints from the PA system,  Mr. Lyon suggested that noise levels be tested at the park boundary before using the system.  Requests will go to License Committee. 
COMMUNITY DAYS-2009 .  The Optimist Club has been working on the layout of the event.  DBYS , BMF and DBCA  should be notified of the event dates ( Sept 11, 12, 13). 
SUMMER DAY CAMP UPDATE-  Risa Marmontello reported that many means of advertising were used to promote the summer day camp program.  Also a letter was received from Ozzy’s verifying that they do background checks on their employees.
FOREST STEWARDSHIP PLAN  - Risa Marmontello reported that with the approval of the plan, the Forest Stewardship Committee has been officially disbanded. The  Board of Supervisors would like Parks and Rec Board to take the lead in carrying out  the recommendations of the plan. She distributed an outline for a Partnership Plan for the Board’s consideration in order to begin to implement the recommendations. The plan describes a  cooperative partnership between the MHCA and the township, also a broader involvement with community groups, the school district and the business community. 
MORLATTON VILLAGE  - Harold Boyer reported on a proposal for township land at Morlatton Village based on the village Master Plan. The wooded property adjacent to the sewer plant would be partially converted to a parking and picnic area. 
COMMUNITY SERVICE PROJECTS FOR STUDENTS- Joe Rusiewicz will continue to pursue this project for the Fall of 2009.  7 students , grades 10 – 12,  have signed up so far. 

BOARD CONCERNS
Harold Boyer mentioned that he will do soil samples of the sports fields next year. 

Risa Marmontello asked that the board consider revisiting the issue of smoking in recreation areas, given the recent concern about fire safety. 

PUBLIC COMMENT  - None

ADJOURNMENT -    Motion to adjourn meeting made at 8:47 pm by Jerry Kupp, second by Joe Rusiewicz.  Motion passed 5-0. 
                                                                                   Respectfully submitted,

                                                                                    Risa Marmontello,  Secretary

