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AMITY TOWNSHIP

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ADVISORY COUNCIL

MEETING MINUTES

April 10, 2008


Call to Order/Salute to Flag


The April 10, 2008 meeting of the Amity Township Economic Development Advisory Committee, held at the Municipal Township Building, 2004 Weavertown Road, Douglassville, Berks County, PA, was called to order at 7:00pm by Chairperson, Robert Elsas. The following were in attendance:

EDAC
Robert Elsas (Chair)

Blair Gilbert (Vice-Chair)

Ned Selwyn, Jr. (regrets)

Matt Ferdock

Lee Mauger(regrets)

Oddvar Norheim

Joe Peterson 

STAFF
Charles E. Lyon, Manager

Richard Gokey, Supervisor Liaison
Citizens Comments on Agenda:


None at this time
Chair’s Comments:


Mr. Elsas discussed Mr. Gokey’s receipt of favorable comments regarding the work the EDAC is trying to accomplish. 
Mr. Elsas also commented that logistical decisions regarding the safety and welfare of Township citizens should be delegated in times of emergencies in the absence of the Chief of Police.
Board Comments
None at this time.

Approval of Minutes – March 13, 2008
Mr. Gilbert pointed out a typographical mistake in the minutes prepared following last month’s meeting. Mr. Ferdock will make the correction.
Mr. Gilbert moved, seconded by Mr. Matt Ferdock to approve the minutes from the March 13th EDAC meetings. The motion passed 5-0
Amendments to Agenda
Two items were added to the Agenda for this meeting:

1. Budget Review

2. Motion to Remove the “Jersey” barriers along 422 and create a turning lane instead.
Old Business: 

1. Update on 422 Corridor Study
a. Mr. Gilbert discussed attending the 422 Corridor Study meeting. He found the meeting to be unproductive as most of the time was spent discussing managing traffic around accidents. Some discussion time was spent reviewing managing traffic on I-95.

b. No time was spent discussing the 422 corridor improvements. 
c. Mr. Elsas will discuss agenda items for the next meeting.

d. Mr. Norheim asked Mr. Lyon if a drawing is available RE:Rte 662/422 improvements.

e. Mr. Lyon reported that he would be in contact with PennDOT and that one would be made available soon.

2. Review Amity Web Site status 
a. Mr. Ferdock met with Joanne Sowers-Smith from Mr. Lyon’s office and reported a very productive meeting.

b. Mr. Ferdock reported that he had just this morning forwarded to Ms. Sowers-Smith documents for the EDAC web site.

c. Mr. Ferdock is hopeful that a presentation of the changes can be made at the next EDAC meeting.

3. Amity / Douglass / Exeter Township involvement on EDAC
a. Mr. Elsas discussed amending the EDAC by-laws to allow ex-oficio members on the board.

b. Mr. Lyon will circulate new language as soon as it is available.

4. Review lines of communication between EDAC and BOS and other commissions
a. This topic was tabled until the next meeting.

5. Report from BOS
a. Mr. Elsas attended the last BOS meeting and did not have new updated for the EDAC.

6. Report from Planning
a. Mr. Norheim discussed new housing developments which were discussed at the Planning Commission meeting he attended.

7. Report from Parks & Recreation
a. No one is currently assigned to report on relevant EDAC issues vis-à-vis the Parks and Recreation Council.
New Business:

1. Annual Report Development
a. Mr. Elsas reported that he will be developing the first EDAC Annual Report.

b. He asked and received volunteers to help compile the report.

c. Mr. Ferdock and Mr. Norheim volunteered to assist.

2. Streamlining Development Approval – Mr. Brian D. Boyer, PE, Senior Project Manager, Bursich Associate, Inc. Leesport, PA
a. Mr. Boyer made a compelling presentation regarding proposed changes to the development approval process.

b. Overall, Mr. Boyer feels that adopting his proposals could save the typical developer eight (8) weeks off the current time required to approve a development in Amity Township.

c. Mr. Elsas asked for a motion to adopt the changes proposed by Mr. Boyer.

i. Mr. Gilbert motioned that the EDAC adopt the steamlining recommendations made by Mr. Boyer.
ii. Mr. Peterson seconded the motion.

iii. The motion carried 5-0. 
3. Develop MASTER VISION for Amity Township (joint meeting with BOS, EDAC, Parks & Rec, Planning Commission)
a. Mr. Ferdock discussed a motion to the BOS to host a MASTER VISION STRATEGY Meeting.

b. This will be tabled until a later meeting.

4. Vote on new LI zoning at the Western Amity Industrial Park
a. Mr. Ferdock made a motion to recommend to the BOS rezoning on the western side of Limekiln Road certain properties that will be listed in an official memo from the EDAC from current LDR to LI.

b. Mr. Gilbert seconded the motion.

c. The motion was carried 5-0.

5. Vote on Park & Recreation fees
a. Mr. Gilbert made a motion to recommend to the BOS removing Park & Recreation fees imposed upon all commercial development in Amity Township given that the EDAC intends to alleviate these fees in the short-term and examine alternative to replacing the fees with some other revenue generating mechanism at a later date.

b. Mr. Ferdock seconded the motion.

c. The motion carried 5-0.

6. Vote on Traffic Impact Fees
a. Mr. Ferdock made a motion to recommend to the BOS removing all Traffic Impact fees imposed upon all commercial development in Amity Township given that the EDAC intends to alleviate these fees in the short-term and examine alternative to replacing the fees with some other revenue generating mechanism at a later date.
b. Mr. Gilbert seconded the motion.

c. The motion carried 5-0.

7. Budget Review

a. Mr. Lyon discussed contact the DCEP for ideas on how to allocate our budget for economic stimulation in Amity.

b. Mr. Lyon discussed Sen. Rafferty’s meeting to be held April 23rd in Pottstown regarding government grants for economic development and training. Someone from Mr. Norheim’s company and someone from Mr. Ferdock’s company will try to attend the meeting.

c. Mr. Elsas discussed making Budget Review a standing Agenda item at all EDAC meetings.

8. Motion to Remove the “Jersey” barriers along 422 and create a turning lane instead
a. Mr. Gilbert motioned to recommend to the BOS removing the “jersey” barriers along route 422 and creating a turning lane instead.
b. Mr. Norheim seconded the motion.
c. The motion carried 5-0.
Updates

No updates were made at this time.
Action log update

1. Review EDAC 2008 Project Plan/Action Items - Review Action Time Tables and Assignments 

Agenda for next meeting

Citizen’s comments
Adjourn
The meeting was adjourned at 9:10pm on a motion from Mr. Gilbert, seconded by Mr. Nordheim. Motion passed 6-0.

Respectfully Submitted:

Matt Ferdock

Secretary, EDAC
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