Amity Township Environmental Advisory Council

Amity Township Municipal Building

April 13, 2009

7:00 p.m.
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CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order by Jennifer Huha, chairperson.  In attendance were:  Jennifer Huha, Bob Hoeveler, Marlin Zechman, Matt Gonder, and Sydney Kehoe.  Scott Stepp and Heidi Fisher were excused.  
MINUTES

The minutes from the February 9, 2009 meeting were approved with a 3-0 vote during the March 9, 2009 meeting.  
REPORTS

Berks County Conservancy – no report.
Forest Stewardship – The final plan from Natural Lands Trust will be presented to the committee and the Supervisors on 4/1/09.  The plan was approved by the Supervisors.  Some additional work at the Hill for work on controlling invasives is currently underway and toward the end of May/early June will also need some help.  How much access is adequate access in the event someone gets hurt or there is a fire?  This may lead to widening of a core trail through the park, and also looking to access to the park from private land. 
Leaf Creek Trail – Saturday, April 11, 2009 there was a walk through the trail.  Next meeting is April 14, 2009 to summarize walk and key person interviews.
Supervisors’ Meeting – no report.
Parks & Recreation – They are continuing discussions with fire departments to provide access to Monocacy Hill.  Risa presented the Partnership Plan for Forest Stewardship of the Monocacy Hill Recreation Area.  Parks & Recreation has looked at the new plans for Community Days at the Middle School.
Planning Commission – no report.
OLD BUSINESS

Recycling – Dr. Otto and JP Mascaro are supposed to have something in place for recycling in schools by Earth Day.  High School Principal is looking to involve all clubs and many student efforts in the school recycling program.  Marlin Zechman to check in with Tom Voelker at Middle School to determine what is going on with recycling in schools.
Boy Scotts Troop 597 have been contacted by Marlin Zechman of the EAC, and they are interested in helping to promote and execute recycling at Community Days in September 2009.  Specifically, the Boys Scotts will help monitor recycling bins and collect the recycling that will ultimately be collected and hopefully weighed to provide a tonnage report back to the Township.

Matt Gonder will attend next Optimist Club meeting on how they deal with trash/recycling disposal from Community Days.  Will inquire as to what type of waste is generated based on the type of vendors attending the event. 
Radon Brochure – Radon article was prepared and distributed with the most recent Spring newsletter from the Township to the community.
Environmental Resource Inventory – no report.
NEW BUSINESS

Amity EAC Website – Check in with Township Manager and Secretary to see if we can increase the link to the EAC website.  Go greener for your home, recycling, air quality, mold, radon, lead paint and asbestos, water quality, etc.  Bob Hoeveler to check in with Supervisors and Township Manager on having access to update info on website and expand pages to provide environmental education to residents of Amity Township. 

Public Comment – None

The meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m.  The next meeting will be held on Monday, May 11, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. in the Amity Township building.
Respectfully submitted, 

Jennifer Huha
Chair

