Amity Township Environmental Advisory Council

Amity Township Municipal Building

April 14, 2008

7:00 p.m.

Amity Township Environmental Advisory Council Minutes April 14, 2008

CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order by Jennifer Huha, chairperson.  In attendance were:  Jennifer Huha, Heidi Fisher, Scott Stepp, Sydney Kehoe, Barbara Romig and Marlin Zechman.  Brandon Smith was excused.
MINUTES

The minutes from the March 11, 2008 meeting were approved with a 4-0 vote.
REPORTS

Supervisors’ Meeting – The EAC will be on the agenda for the second Wednesday of the month.  There is no new business to report at this month’s meeting.  The Forest Stewardship Committee presented its recommendations at the last meeting.
Heidi submitted an article for the township newsletter providing an update on the EAC.
Forest Stewardship – The Request for Proposals were sent out to the loggers with a return date of one month.  
Parks & Recreation – No report

Planning Commission – No report

The next Supervisors’ meeting is scheduled for April 16, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. in the Township building. 

OLD BUSINESS

Radon Brochure – Heidi has attempted to contact Craig Hafer, but has not received a response.  

Recycling – Sydney had a meeting with Mr. Tom Voelker about recycling in the schools.  A contest is being proposed for the homeroom that recycled the most material.  There may not be time to get this in place by the end of this school year.   There is a company in Hamburg (Bob Cogols) that is willing to donate containers for paper recycling for the classrooms.  He is willing to pick up the paper every two weeks.  Depending on how that went, he would consider other containers.  The maintenance department has refused to collect the recycling in the classrooms, so it will have to be done as a student project.  
Some projects Mr. Voelker has completed in the middle school in an attempt to get recycling initiated include:  letters to the U.S. president and having the superintendent meet with the superintendent.

Action:  Marlin will contact Tom Voelker and Elaine Minehart to discuss the recycling project at DBMS and AIC.  

Environmental Resource Inventory – Jennifer & Heidi met to begin planning for the ERI.  The first item to be addressed is to identify a company to help with GIS data in an electronic format.  A web based approach will be the most user friendly.  Heidi contacted Sue and Berks County Information Technologies.  Jennifer will also contact Thornbury Township for more information.  Another idea is to contact students at Penn State Berks campus to get them involved in the project.
Leaf Creek Trail Feasibility Study Committee – had requested that a member of the EAC become a member.  A letter has been submitted recommending Jennifer and Marlin.  No response has been received.  

NEW BUSINESS
Community Days – Heidi suggested selling reusable grocery bags for Community Days.  There may be an opportunity to get a sponsor to pay for the bags.  
Action:  Jennifer will look into this since her company recently purchased these bags.

Peter Jones house – There will be discussion at this week’s Supervisors’ meeting about resurrecting this house somewhere in the Monocacy Hill area.  It may be used as a Nature Center on the hill.  
The meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m.  The next meeting will be held on Monday, May 12, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. in the Amity Township building.
Respectfully submitted, 

Barbara Romig 

Recording Secretary


