AMITY TOWNSHIP PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD

AMITY TOWNSHIP MUNICIPAL BUILDING

APRIL 22, 2008

MEETING MINUTES
MEMBERS PRESENT : Harold Boyer, Jr. , Risa Marmontello,  and David Rathgeb.  Public present:  Anthony Tucci, Joseph Rusiewicz, John Okuniewski, Paul Weller. 
Chairman, Harold Boyer called the meeting to order at 7:24 pm with the pledge to the flag.  

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion to approve minutes of meeting on March 25 , 2008 meeting made by David Rathgeb, second by Harold Boyer. Motion passed 3-0. 
TOWNSHIP MANAGER’S REPORT – Attached
BLAZER MIDGET  FOOTBALL – John Okuniewski 

 Lights have been turned back.  120 tons of top dressing is being added to the fields at Amity Community Park. Football practice field should be usable by fall of 2009.   BMF is seeking an agreement with school district and township for priority use given the investment they have placed in the field. They plan to start with a written proposal to the supervisors.

DANIEL BOONE COACHES ASSOC.  - Anthony Tucci
The water leak has been fixed. Tomlinson &  Bomberger worked on the fields. 
Season will start on May 27th.  DBCA added 2 additional weekends that they will need the concession/pavilion at Amity Community Park ( baseball side) – June 21 and 22, and July 19-21. 
Joe Rusiewicz submitted a letter to be considered for the vacancy on the Parks and Recreation Board. He reviewed his background in recreation and his experience with YMCA work. Tuesday night meetings would not be a problem. The committee thanked him for attending. 
MONOCACY HILL LIGHT

Board reviewed the estimate from Met Ed to run wiring and install security light at Monoacy Hill parking lot. Motion to recommend proceeding with light installation at the cost estimate of  $2789.67 provided by Met Ed.  Motion made by Dave Rathgeb; second by Harold Boyer.  Motion passed 3-0.

AMITY HERITAGE SOCIETY/ PETER JONES HOUSE

Risa Marmontello told the board about the possible relocation of the Peter Jones House to Monocacy Hill Recreation Area. The project would involve the partnership of Monocacy Hill Conservation Assn. and the Amity Heritage Society in cooperation with the township. The house, once constructed would serve as a visitor center for Monocacy Hill and would contain both historical and environmental displays. She explained that DCED grants were applied for and the Schuylkill River Heritage Area grant was recently submitted. Another grant possibility would be the Berks County grant which is due in June. She mentioned that Mr. Lyon has offered to work with both the Amity Heritage Society and MHCA to facilitate the project.

Recreation board members expressed concerns about the historical significance of the house, funding the construction of the project and long term maintenance of the building. 
All members agreed that there would need to assurances about these issues. Paul Weller mentioned that the engineer should evaluate the cost estimates by Mr. Miller to see if the project could be done within that budget. 
Mrs. Marmontello said that AHS is handling all the grant applications and the will be in the leadership role for construction of the house. MHCA will be a partner primarily for sharing the staffing and maintenance of the house.  The township needs to be comfortable with the project in every way and that documentation could be provided.  She assured the board that this project would not interfere with the current work for future funding for the forest stewardship plan and there were no intentions of moving the stones until all funding had been secured. 
LEAF CREEK TRAIL COMMITTEE
Mr. Boyer asked if Wayne Klein and Tom Reitz ( Optimist Club) could be added to the committee.
MOTION to invite the trail committee members to the next recreation board meeting on Tuesday, May 27th and to recommend appointment of the two additional members.   Motion made by Harold Boyer Jr., second by David Rathgeb. Motion passed 3-0.  Mr. Lyon will take recommendation to supervisors.
BOARD VACANCY

MOTION to recommend the appointment of Joeseph W. Rusiewicz II to the vacancy on the recreation board.  Motion made by David Rathgeb, second by Risa Marmontello. Motion passed 3-0. 
REVIEW OF RECREATION FEES

Supervisors have asked for a recommendation on this. Based on the land value determined by Doug Haring , the township could set the fee as high as $2,850.  Mr. Lyon’s research determined a wide variety of fee structures in other municipalities. 

MOTION to recommend having a two–tiered structure for recreation fees in lieu of where residential fees would increase to at least $2,500 per building unit , but commercial fees would stay the same. Motion made by Risa Marmontello, second by David Rathgeb. Motion passed 3-0. 
Board members agreed that if the solicitor determines that the two tiered structure is not possible, then the board would like to revisit their recommendation. 

FOREST STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE

Risa Marmontello reported that the RFPs were sent out to 21 foresters.  Proposals are due back by May 12th. 

LICENSE COMMITTEE – No report

MOTION to confirm approval of September 5,6,7 for Optimist Club to hold Community Days at Lake Drive Recreation Area Motion made by Risa Marmontello, second by David Rathgeb.  Motion passed 3-0.
MOTION to recommend the repair of Lake Drive outfield fence at the discretion of Mr. Lyon.  Motion made by David Rathgeb, second by Harold Boyer.  Motion passed 3-0. 

MOTION to authorize the purchase of the crawl tube ( playground replacement part) at Lake Drive at the cost of $401.57. Motion made by Risa Marmontello, second by David Rathgeb.  Motion passed 3-0. 
MOTION to adjourn meeting at 8:45 pm made by David Rathgeb, second by Harold Boyer. Motion passed 3-0. 
                                                                 Respectfully submitted,

                                                                 Risa Marmontello, Secretary
