AMITY PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD
AMITY TOWNSHIP MUNICIPAL BUILDING

MEETING MINUTES

MAY 4, 2009

MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE:   Joe Rusiewicz, Risa Marmontello,  Dave Rathgeb, Jerry Kupp, Harold Boyer.  Also in attendance,  Charles Lyon, Mike Dekker,  Robert Kline,  Keith Gable.
Meeting was called to order by Vice Chairman, Jerry Kupp at 7:17 pm with the pledge to the flag.  Harold Boyer arrived at 7:30 pm.
MOTION to approve minutes of April 6, 2009 meeting.  Motion made by Joe Rusiewicz,  second by Dave Rathgeb.  Motion passes 4-0. 

TOWNSHIP MANAGER’S REPORT
Mr. Lyon reported that the supervisors were not receptive to changes in park hours and changes to the smoking policy for recreation areas. 
Leaf Creek Trail Committee continues to review options for the trail pathway and discussions with property owners are ongoing.  Next meeting is May 12th. It is possible there will be a public meeting in June. It may be possible to include improvements at Morlatton Village in the trail plan. 
The deadline for the removal of stones from Peter Jones House is June 30th. 

Mike Dekker- Daniel Boone Youth Sports- reported on the tournaments scheduled at Hill Road Recreation Area for the weekends of June 26th,  July 10th,  July 17th, and July 24th.  In addition, he will forward a game schedule to township staff. 

As previously discussed Mike requested $600.00 from the township budget for a pump for Hill Road.  Board reviewed year to date budget.  Mr. Lyon mentioned that two less loads of infield mix will be needed this year for Amity Community Park.  
A firm price is still needed on materials for stone walkway. 

MOTION to recommend to cut 2 loads of infield mix from order for Amity Community Park and payment of $600.00 for pump at Hill Road.
Motion made by Dave Rathgeb, second by Joe Rusiewicz.  Motion passed 5-0. 
Robert Kline asked about source and price of infield mix, stating that he drives loads for Martins and might be able to save township some money. 

SUMMER DAY CAMP

Board members reviewed current enrollment numbers for the program.  Registration is much lower than previous years.  Risa Marmontello has discussed options with Ozzy’s to alter program. Ozzy’s has offered to cut one staff member and reduce the number of participants to 30 per week. This would reduce price by $600 a week.  Board members learned that there are several programs offering a full-day program in the area, including Birdsboro. Board members did not feel that the remaining enrollment could be attained to prevent a financial loss this year. 
MOTION made to recommend the cancellation of the summer day camp program for 2009 and refunding camp fees. Motion made by Joe Rusiewicz, second  by Dave Rathgeb. Motion passed 5-0. 
Mr, Lyon and Mr. Boyer will draft a letter to people who registered. 

MONOCACY HILL FIRE ACCESS

Risa Marmontello met with Carl Doaty and Bobby Erb at the request of Kim McGrath and briefed the board on her discussions and their walk on Monocacy Hill . Mr. Doaty has experience with planning fire access and has offered to assist the township this fall.  A core access trail was discussed as well as access from the perimeter. Suggestions were also given on gate locks. Mrs. Marmontello is recommending a special meeting with fire companies to preplan access and communications.
In addition , Mr. Lyon has been in contact with Tim Dugan and has learned that the Bureau of Forestry could step in an take over fire management if necessary, including water drops by air. 
PARK RULES

Following a discussion on proper attire for park users, the board reviewed park rules ordinance and discussed possible changes, previously discussed was smoking in recreation areas.

A committee of Joe Rusiewicz and David Rathgeb was formed to review rules and suggest changes.  Board members should forward suggestions to them. Township solicitor will inform board of proper procedure for changing ordinance. 

SUMMER WORK FORCE PROGRAM
Mr. Lyon reported that the county is offering summer workers. Daniel Boone School District has applied for work at district buildings and Amity Community Park.  The township has partnered on that application, however the supervisors were not in favor of township use due to concerns about supervision of workers.  Possible work at Monocacy Hill may still be possible. 
PUBLIC COMMENT -    None

BOARD CONCERNS

Joe Rusiewicz has spoken to guidance counselor and principal to arrange for classroom space next fall at the Intermediate Unit for community service senior project. 

David Rathgeb mentioned that bolts were missing from one set of bleachers at Hill Road.  Mike Dekker will check. 
Risa Marmontello asked if recreation areas will continue to get a yearly safety inspection. Mr. Lyon said the staff continues to follow the weekly safety checks of recreation areas.

Risa Marmontello presented board members with a draft list of projects to be done at Monocacy Hill Recreation Area for the remainder of 2009. In addition to existing maintenance,  some of these are priority items mentioned in the Forest Stewardship Plan - fire access, invasives management, marking property boundaries.  Possible grant opportunities will be explored. 
MOTION to adjourn meeting at 8:45 pm. Motion made by Harold Boyer, second by David Rathgeb. Motion passed 5-0.
                                                                                   Respectfully submitted,

                                                                                   Risa Marmontello, Secretary
