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Amity Township Board of Supervisors

Meeting Minutes

May 5, 2010
Call to Order/Pledge to the Flag

The May 5, 2010 meeting of the Amity Township Board of Supervisors, held at the Municipal Township Building, 2004 Weavertown Rd., Douglassville, Berks County, Pennsylvania, was called to order at 7:00 PM by Chairperson Robert Yanos.  The following were in attendance:

SUPERVISORS

Robert R. Yanos, Chair

Kim McGrath, Vice Chair (arrived at 7:04PM)

Paul Weller

Terry Jones

STAFF

JoAnne Sowers-Smith, Secretary/Treasurer 

Charles E. Lyon/Manager 

Kent Shuebrook, Chief of Police

Brian Boland, Solicitor/Kozloff Stoudt

ANNOUNCEMENTS  None

PUBLIC COMMENT (AGENDA ITEMS ONLY)
None

MINUTES  

Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to approve the minutes of April 21, 2010.  Motion passed 3-0. 

FINANCE

Moved by Mr. Weller, seconded by Mr. Jones, and duly passed to approve the following disbursements:


$  103,475.15 General Fund




$    15,384.78 Sewer Fund

$         420.00 Traffic Impact Fund (14)

$    14,940.41 Recreation Fund

$    27,319.70 Fire Fund

$      1,185.98 Liquid Fuels 

$  162,726.02Total  

REPORTS
Code Enforcement    The report for April was presented to the Board. Clear sight triangles on Pleasant View Road were discussed.  

SOLICITOR’S REPORT
Mr. Boland presented Ordinance 265, Monocacy Creek PCE for adoption. Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to adopt the ordinance requiring properties identified in the ordinance to connect to public water. Motion passed 3-1. Mrs. McGrath opposed. 

Mr. Boland stated he approved the agreement with Spotts, Stevens and McCoy for consulting services for the AWIP with some changes. Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mrs. McGrath to authorize execution of the agreement as presented. Motion passed 4-0. 

The Solicitor reported on the status of the Naylor easement matter. The Township supports the “straight in” approach, the Board of View and the Historic Preservation Trust supports the “dog-leg approach” Mr. Boland will accept service of the suit when served. 

Mr. Boland presented the Manager with a letter regarding the Home Owners Association of Sunset Knoll. He stated that the open space in the development may not be subdivided and is to be maintained for the benefit of all the home owners. Amending the bylaws of the Home Owners Association would require a 90% vote. Mrs. McGrath asked about the Dixon case. Mr. Boland stated that he will check with the Prothonotary’s office regarding the status. 
NEW BUSINESS

Zoning Hearing Board Recommendation – Brutto   The applicant is requesting to continue a non-conforming use at the Focht property as a pizza restaurant. The Board discussed whether the use was an equal or more appropriate use. Mr. Yanos felt it was more obtrusive. Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to recommend favorably the use as a pizza restaurant to the Zoning Hearing Board. Motion passed 3-1. Mr. Yanos opposed. The Manager stated his concern about the number of serious traffic accidents in the vicinity. 
EMPLOYEE/OFFICIAL REPORTS

Manager.  Mr. Yanos asked about the marks on 662. The Manager replied that he thought they were from a PennDot project to make 662 ADA compliant. Mr. Lyon asked the Board if Senator Rafferty should be included in Team Amity in promoting the AWIP. The Board suggested the Manager touch base with him to see if he supports it. The Manager reported that the Rec Board approved the Leaf Creek Trail Feasibility Study. It now goes to the Planning Commission next week and then final approval by the Board on May 19th.  Mr. Lyon presented a proposal for a root control project in Amity Gardens. Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve the project. Motion passed 4-0. One of the excelsior blowers at the WWTP needs to be repaired. If the “bolt down” kind is used, it can still be used in the new design of the plant. Mrs. McGrath moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve the purchase of a new blower. Motion passed 4-0. It carries a one year warranty. 
Mr. Lyon reported that there was some vandalism at pump station 7. 

The developer of Arbour Green is searching for a bank for his financing. Mr. Boland is preparing an agreement for the improvements in the sewer line from the Crab Shack to Pine Lane. The Manager asked if the Board would consider paying for some of the project to straighten the line at the Crab Shack. Mr. Jones thought it was in the Township’s best interest to fix the problem. 

Mr. Lyon reported that the Interceptor is nearly complete. 

Mrs. McGrath moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to authorize John Weber to review PennDot’s notice to develop plans of action for bridges that are “Scour Critical”. Motion passed 4-0.  The Manager reported that the draft NPDES permit is in the library for review. There was another streetlight failure. The Manager suggested changing the SALDO to require underground conduit for electric lines. The Board agreed. Mrs. McGrath moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to authorize the repair by Harold Boone at a cost of $2070.00. Motion passed 4-0.  The Board discussed the rust that is accumulating in the fuel tanks. The Board agreed to have Center Point Tanks evaluate the situation. Mr. Boland will look at whether the Township needs to bid fuel purchases. Mr. Jones reported that he had met with Monarch Fire Company representatives. They asked if the Township could put an emitter on the traffic light at 422 and Monocacy Creek Road. The Manager will pull his numbers and information on the emitters for the next meeting. 

Chief of Police  Chief Shuebrook reported that the homicide that occurred last Tuesday was solved, but there was no known motive. He praised the work the officers did on the case. 
SUPERVISORS 

None
PUBLIC COMMENT

Risa Marmontello updated the Board on progress with the forest stewardship plan. She reported that birdhouses have been built and placed; perimeters of the park have been marked; drainage work has been completed on one of the trails; herbicide has been applied by EcoBound on some of the invasives; and volunteers have been working on clearing some of the smaller invasives. Ms. Marmontello asked permission to apply for a Schuylkill Highlands Funding Program grant. The program is designed for promoting ecotourism or conservation programs. The grants would be a 50/50 match. Any funds necessary would come from the Monocacy Hill fund. It was the consensus of the Board for her to proceed. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION & ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was recessed at 9:00PM on motion by Mr. Jones, seconded by Mrs. McGrath, and duly passed. 

The meeting reconvened at 9:15PM. Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to hire Alistair Howell-Cooke as Public Works Foreman under the terms and conditions as presented by the Manager. Motion passed 4-0. 







Respectfully submitted,

JoAnne Sowers-Smith 







Secretary/Treasurer
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