AMITY TOWNSHIP 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ADVISORY COUNCIL

MEETING MINUTES

May 8, 2008

Call to Order/Salute to Flag


The May 8, 2008 meeting of the Amity Township Economic Development Advisory Committee, held at the Municipal Township building, 204 Weavertown Road, Douglassville, Berks County, Pennsylvania, was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by chairperson, Robert Elsas.  The following were in attendance.

EDAC
Robert Elsas (Chair)

Blair Gilbert (Vice-Chair)

Oddvar Norheim

Lee F. Mauger

STAFF
None

Citizens Comments on Agenda:

None at this time.

Chair’s Comments

Mr. Elsas reported that the EDAC’s streamlined Land Development Process recommendations were approved by the BOS, which directed the township engineer to move forward on those changes.


Mr. Elsas reported that the BOS voted to allow the township manager and Mr. Elsas to make contact with PennDOT on the matter of removal of the jersey barriers on Route 422.


Mr. Elsas presented a tentative Budget Report for the EDAC showing a potential $35,000.00 EDAC budget.

Board Comments

Mr. Gilbert advised that he is investigating the timeline process on getting Berks County Conservation District review letters.

Approval of Minutes 

Blair Gilbert motioned to approve the meeting minutes of April 10, 2008 as written.  Motion seconded by Odhar.

Old Business

1.
Removal of traffic impact fees:



a.
There was no clear consensus from the BOS on this issue.



b.
One suggestion from the BOS was to regroup the 209 Committee to discuss ideas to reduce the traffic impact fees.



c.
Upon motion by Mr. Gilbert with second by Mr. Elsas, the EDAC voted unanimously to ask the BOS to request that the 209 Committee be reconvened to meet with the EDAC on the traffic impact fees.


2.
Elimination of recreational fees for commercial development.



a.
Tabled.


3.
Rezoning west of Limkiln Road to LI



a.
This was approved by BOS, which also included additional parcels of land beyond what EDAC had recommended.


4.
BOS Annual Report.



a.
Mr. Elsas advised that he is still working on this.


5.
422 Corridor study.



a.
Mr. Elsas reported that the 422 Study will also be including economic impact.


6.
Peter Jones House.



a.
The EDAC had no comment to this issue.


7.
Review changes to Amity website.



a.
The EDAC had no comment to this issue.


8.
Douglass/Exeter involvement with Amity EDAC.



a.
The EDAC had no comment to this issue.


9.
Daniel Boone School District recycling.



a.
The EDAC had no comment to this issue.

New Business

The EDAC received a presentation from Samuel A. Macrina.  Mr. Macrina works with Soverign Bank in commercial loan development.   He also works with the Pennsylvnaia Department of Community Economic Development.  His talk included tools for municipalities to attract industry.


Mr. Macrina indicated that most loan programs are 3-4% interest rate.  Others offer grant money that doesn’t require pay back.  He provided members with a Business Assistance Program handout from the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.


Tax-exempt financing is a good carrot to entice industry.  Since banks do not pay income taxes on tax exempt loan interest, the rates to the borrower are lower.


Mr. Macrina suggested Governor’s Action Team as the initial contact, which Mr. Elsas says the EDAC will be contacting as soon as our marketing program is completed. 

Agenda for next meeting


None at this time.

Citizen’s comments



None at this time.

Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 8:22 p.m. on a motion by Mr. Gilbert, seconded by Mr. Elsas.  The motion passed 4-0.

 

 
