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AMITY TOWNSHIP

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ADVISORY COUNCIL

MEETING MINUTES

May 13, 2010


Call to Order/Salute to Flag


The May 13, 2010 meeting of the Amity Township Economic Development Advisory Committee, held at the Municipal Township Building, 2004 Weavertown Road, Douglassville, Berks County, PA, was called to order at 7:00pm by Co-Chairperson, Blair Gilbert. The following were in attendance:

EDAC

Oddvar Norheim (Chair)

Blair Gilbert (Vice-Chair)

Ned Selwyn, Jr.

Matt Ferdock

Robert Elsas (regrets)
Joe Peterson (regrets)

OPEN 

STAFF

Charles E. Lyon, Manager 
AGENDA:

An agenda was emailed prior to the meeting. 

Mr. Norheim discussed an amendment on the agenda, namely adding MR. Majid Alsayegh to the EDAC.

OLD BUSINESS:
1. AWIP Progress:

a. Mr. Norheim discussed hiring the contract engineer.

b. Mr. Norheim discussed getting out a brief or executive summary of the current zoning, land topography, potential zoning uses. Something that can be taken to Harrisburg, or Washington, DC. Mr. Norheim asked Mr. Alsayegh and Mr. Lyon to work together to develop the summary.
c. Mr. Gilbert asked if Mr. Mauger’s comments were going to be forwarded to the AWIP contractor SS&M. Mr. Gilbert motioned that the EDAC will provide to SS&M Mr. Lee Mauger’s comments regarding AWIP zoning. Mr. Ferdock seconded the motion, the motion carried unanimously. Mr. Ferdock will take this as an action item (tim.krall@ssmgroup.com).

2. Overlay Zoning:
a. Mr. Ferdock described the meetings held to discuss the Overlay Zoning. Mr. Lyon added changes. Mr. Ferdock discussed reviewing them one last time and compiling a final list of comments, circulate the comments back through the EDAC and then forward them over to the Planning Commission. We will CC the BOS. This sub-committee will meet 4p, May 21st.
3. Tax Abatement Issue:

a. Mr. Ferdock discussed developing a general statement from the EDAC on whether we would support Tax Abatement incentives for larger developments (e.g. >$20m) on a development-by-development basis.

b. Mr. Gilbert motioned that the EDAC agree that Tax Abatement incentives should be considered for larger developments (to be defined at a later date) on a development-by-development basis. Mr. Norheim seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
NEW BUSINESS:
1. TEAM Amity
a. Mr. Lyon asked for volunteers to attend the meeting May 27th with the County Commissioners. Mr. Ferdock and Mr. Gilbert said they could attend.

2. SS&M Proposal:

a. Mr. Lyon discussed the proposal briefly.

3. AWIP Zoning  Proposal:

a. Discussed Mr. Mauger’s Zoning Proposal.

4. EDAC Membership Changes:

a. Mr. Selwyn tendered his resignation. Mr. Norheim motioned that the EDAC accept Mr. Selwyn’s resignation at the end of the meeting. Mr. Ferdock seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

b. Mr. Gilbert motioned that the EDAC send a recommendation to the BOS to accept Mr. Alsayegh as a member of the EDAC.
c. Mr. Gilbert motioned to make Mr. Selwyn, Mr. Mauger exoficio members of the EDAC. Mr. Ferdock seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
NEXT AGENDA ITEMS:
Overlay Zoning Sub-committee final report
AWIP Zoning

Team Amity Report
Membership Change Report from BOS

For future consideration: Make the EDAC an independent body.
ADJOURNMENT:
Mr. Norheim motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:15p. Seconded by Mr. Gilbert and carried unanimously.
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