AMITY TOWNSHIP PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD
AMITY TOWNSHIP MUNICIPAL BUILDING

TUESDAY, MAY 27, 2008

MEETING MINUTES
Secretary’s Note: Prior to the Parks and Recreation Board meeting, a meeting of the Leaf Creek Trail Committee was held from 7:00 pm to 8:45 pm.

The meeting of the Parks and Recreation Board was brought to order by Chairman, Harold Boyer with the pledge to the flag at 8:45 pm.

Board members present: Harold Boyer, Risa Marmontello, Jerry Kupp and Joe Rusiewicz,

Also present Charles Lyon, Township Manager.

Public present: Mae Ann Rehrer  

MOTION to approve minutes of meeting- April 22, 2008.  Motion made by Harold Boyer; second by Risa Marmontello.  Motion passed 4-0.
Risa Marmontello asked for any other ideas for text changes to the large signs at Monocacy Hill. She will contact sign maker to begin discussions. 
Peter Jones Project- Risa Marmontello provided an update on the progress of the project. There have been some concerns voiced by supervisors about the project and no action has been taken since the last meeting.  The joint meeting of the Amity Heritage Society and the Monocacy Hill Conservation Assn. was held on May 22nd and both memberships voted to proceed with the project. Mrs. Marmontello assured the board that all concerns would be addressed.  She described the funding package so far contained various DCED grants and an SRHA grant. To complete the funding for Phase 1 of the project would require an additional $17,500 which would be matched to the SRHA grant of the same amount. A Berks county recreation grant could be applied for to match the SRHA grant.  She asked the board to support the project and recommend that the township apply for the county grant. 
MOTION to recommend that Amity Township apply for the Berks County Recreation Grant for construction of the Peter Jones house on Monocacy Hill and that the recreation board write a letter of support for the project.  Motion made by Joe Rusiewicz; second by Risa Marmontello.

Motion passed 3-1.  Mr. Boyer stated that he did not think that the project would ever be completed and that the house itself was not historically significant. 

Joe Rusiewicz was excused from the meeting at 9:10 pm.
Pavilion Usage Issues

Recently some issues regarding pavilion usage have surfaced:

1. No policy decision has been made on fees for the use of pavilion by non profit organizations from outside the community. Some requests have come in to the township for this summer.  Recreation Board is recommending that the fee for pavilion rentals for non-profit organizations outside the Daniel Boone School District be $100.00.   The other rental categories include:  Private parties - $100.00 and Community non-profits – free.    
2. There have been a few events scheduled at the Amity Community Park pavilion where two organizations have requested use of concession and pavilion area - one for private use and one for use by the sports organizations. Board agreed that dual use in this case would not be advisable and the reservations would be honored as received. All sports organizations would be notified of the policy and current dates in conflict would be resolved. 
3. There seems to be an overflow of trash on baseball weekends at the recreation areas. Board discussed possible staffing on weekends to collect trash and clean restrooms. Board also considered asking sports organizations to pay small clean up fee for the weekends. 
PLANNING COMMISSION ITEMS- MOTION to recommend designation of $9,179 in recreation fees from American Crane development plan to Amity Community Park.  Motion made by Jerry Kupp; second by Harold Boyer. Motion passed 3-0. 

FOREST STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE - The committee received only one proposal for writing the forest stewardship plan.  After discussing and gathering additional information, the committee members decided not to delay the process and agreed to recommend that the township accept the proposal received from Natural Lands Trust in the amount of $7, 498.00.
MOTION to recommend that the supervisors accept the proposal from Natural Lands Trust to write the Forest Stewardship Plan.  Motion made by Jerry Kupp; second by Harold Boyer.  Motion passed 3-0. 
LICENSE COMMITTEE-  No meeting has been held recently.
TOWNSHIP MANAGER’S REPORT

Chazz Lyon reported on the following items:

              - The new swing set has been installed at Lake Drive. Area may need a retaining wall. 
              - Matt Kessler from the Amity AC has approached the township about the possibility of 
                   installing lights at the Amity Park Road Recreation Area soccer fields. They also wish
                   to renegotiate the priority use agreement they have with the township. Board requested 
                   more details and a possible sketch plan.

                -Discussions on the Eastern Industries site are stalled.  Township may look into leasing 
                    of the property for parking. 

               -Township’s insurance company said it is not advisable to acquire used skateboard

                     equipment to add to Lake Drive .
                Supervisors have been discussing the possibility of mowing all open space areas except 

                    forested areas.  The large open space area at Greenbriar will be leveled and planted 

                    with grass seed, then mowed.

BOARD CONCERNS
Board received a memo from Linda McCue stating that only 2 of the 7 weeks of summer day camp were filled to this point. 

MOTION to reimburse John and Helen Brower for supplies for lumber and stain to repair the picnic tables at Monocacy Hill picnic area in the amount of $93.89. Motion made by Risa Marmontello; second by Jerry Kupp. Motion passed 3-0. 

MOTION to adjourn meeting at 10:15 pm made by Risa Marmontello; second by Jerry Kupp.   Motion passed 3-0.  
                                                                          Respectfully submitted,

                                                                          Risa Marmontello, Secretary

