Amity Township Board of Supervisors Meeting Minutes for June 2, 2010


Amity Township Board of Supervisors

Minutes

June 2, 2010
The June 2, 2010 meeting of the Amity Township Board of Supervisors, held at the Municipal Building, 2004 Weavertown Rd., Douglassville, Berks County, Pennsylvania was called to order at 7:00PM by Mr. Yanos with a pledge to the flag. 

The following were in attendance:

SUPERVISORS

Robert Yanos, Chair 

Kim McGrath, Vice Chair

Terry Jones
Scott Stepp

Paul Weller 

STAFF

Kathie A. Benson, Asst. Secretary/Treasurer 

Charles E. Lyon, Manager

Brian Boland, Solicitor/Kozloff Stoudt(excused)
ANNOUNCEMENTS  Mr. Yanos announced JoAnne Sowers-Smith, Assistant Township Manager was attending the Tax Collection meeting representing Amity Township. Mr. Yanos also announced Amity Township was represented by 12 attendees at a presentation made to the Berks County Board of Commissioners relative to the Amity Western Industrial Park. The Berks County Commissioners suggested Amity Township review this with the Berks County Planning Commission to have this proposal agree with the Berks 2020 Vision map, update our Joint Comprehensive Plan, and the County’s Comprehensive Plan. It was reported the commissioners were in favor of the project and suggest Amity move forward. 
PUBLIC COMMENT (AGENDA ITEMS ONLY) none

MINUTES  

Mr. Stepp moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve the minutes of May 19, 2010. Motion passed 5-0. 

FINANCE

Moved by Mr. Weller, seconded by Mrs. McGrath, to approve the following disbursements:


$   13,595.96   General Fund




$   19,529.23   Sewer Fund

$   16,124.37   EDU Fund
$     1,415.00   Traffic Impact Fund(14)
$     2,469.75   Liquid Fuels
$   53,134.31    Total
Motion passed 5-0. 

Mr. Yanos & Mr. Jones requested a status from the treasurer relative to where we stand with the Scope of Work and fees paid for the 537 Plan Update and Monocacy Creek Sewer Projects for review. 
CODE ENFORCEMENT Mr. Lyon presented an agreement to clear up the SEO Vilation at 315 Monocacy Hill Road  as prepared by Kozloff Stoudt. This agreement is to be signed at the Thursday June 4th currently scheduled settlement. Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mrs. McGrath for Amity Township to sign the agreement to have the buyers agree to purchase an EDU and connect to the sewer. Motion Carried 5-0.

Mr. Stepp questioned the property located at 123 Old Philadelphia Pike, the grass is two feet tall and branches are on the roof. Is this an abandoned property? It was decided to have Mr. Loomis investigate for violations. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Mr. Charles Miller thanked the Board of Supervisor’s for all their aid to the Peter Jones House project. The public appeal led to 15 pieces of land offered as sites to rebuild. Mr. Miller admits the project has taken a lot of twists and turns and after a thorough analysis a site has been chosen and an announcement to the location is expected next week. Mr. Miller expects to have the stone removed from the Morlatton Road location prior to the end of the month. Mr. Miller explained the Amity Heritage Society would be able to spend the $20,000.00 Senator Rafferty’s office grant by June 30th, and an extension may be possible. Mr. Yanos explained the scope of work absolute deadline was May 26th and due to not having a firm plan from the society the township applied for a rescope of work. The township did not want to lose the grant and moved forward with other projects. Well wishes were given by both parties.
SOLICITOR’S REPORT

Mr. Boland was on holiday. Mr. Boland forwarded a Second Amended Petition and a Acceptance of Service for the Opening of a Private Road in Amity Township between Old Philadelphia Pike and the Property of Steven Naylor. Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mrs. McGrath to accept. Motion carried 5-0.
NEW BUSINESS

AWIP Meetings- Mr. Lyon expects to have a report and decision for the next Board of Supervisor’s Meeting on moving forward and dates for meetings.
EMPLOYEE/OFFICIAL REPORTS

Manager
Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mrs. McGrath to authorize Mr. Lyons registration and attendance to a class at Lefayette College. There is no cost to the township. Motion passed 5-0. Mrs. McGrath moved, 
Mr. Weller seconded to authorize Steve Loomis’s registration and attendance to a class on Structural Frame Basics. There is no cost to the township. Motion carried 5-0. 
Mr. Lyon reported the PA American Water and PA Dep are making progress in securing the single source grant. Mr. Lyon reported Chief Shuebrook and Southern Berks Emergency Medical Services are looking into the reported matter of a lengthy response to an emergency call here in the township.
Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mrs. McGrath to have Amity Township named as the only entity to change the emergency response runcards with Berks County Communications. Motion carried 5-0. Mr. Lyon was also advised to set up a meeting with Mr. Gottshall to review the current EMS dispatching procedures and review what course of action can be taken to make improvements.
Mr. Lyon reported Union Township has expressed an interest in exploring the possibility of have a Regional Emergency Management Team for the two townships. Mr. Yanos agreed to hold discussions and look into the possiblilty. 
Mr. Lyon reported the Monocacy Creek Interceptor is almost complete. A punch list is being prepared for LTL & Mr. Lyon’s review. Mr. Lyon stated this project has been a very smooth operating project. He has received minimal calls from residents questioning work by the contractor. Mr. Lyon commended their work and diligence to getting the job done.
Mrs. McGrath moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to award professional services to Boyer Engineering at a cost not to accede $9,625 for the performing engineering services needed at the Historic Preservation Trust parking lot project.

Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mrs. McGrath to hire Center Point Tank Services to remove the sludge and replace the filter with another longer filter. Motion carried 5-0. This should aid in not getting water in the gas tanks. 
Mt. Jones moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to authorize the purchase of mulch for the playgrounds from Third Little Pig at a cost of $3,425.36. Motion carried 5-0. 

Mrs. McGrath reported Mr. Lyon has applied to Penn Dot for funding to aid in our Toll Gate and Nicholson Ave project. Mrs. McGrath was notified by PSATS there may be Penn Dot money available for projects of this sort that have started however were unable to complete due to lack of funds.    
Chief of Police

Mrs. McGrath moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to authorize a Annual Donation to the Animal Rescue League in the amount of $1,000.00. Motion carried 5-0.
Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to authorize Chief Shuebrook to apply to the COPS SCH Grant 2010 program for an officer. Motion carried 5-0.
Chief Shuebrook reports he has begun discussions with Mr. Boland to prepare an Amity Township Alarm Ordinance to present to the Board for review.

Mt. Jones moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to authorize Chief Shuebrook to begin enrolling officers in EVOC at a cost of $185.00 per officer provided no overtime is required for class attendance. Motion carried 5-0.

Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mrs. McGrath to authorize the expense of 3 Night accomodations for Chief Shuebook’s attendance at the LEEDS seminar in Princeton, NJ at a cost of $384.00.  Motion carried 5-0.

Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mrs. McGrath to authorize Chief Shuebrook to enroll up to six officers in Child Passenger Safety Technicians training at a cost of $75.00 per officer, provided no overtime is need to attend. Motion carried 5-0. 

SUPERVISORS

Mr. Yanos inquired if there is an update available in reqards to the Geiger Road Bridge Project. Mr. Lyon will check into and advise.
Mr. Yanos also acknowledged there were Boys Scouts in attendance at the meeting who were working on Badges. 

PUBLIC COMMENT

ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned upon a motion by Mr. Weller and seconded by Mr. Stepp and duly passed at 9:05PM. 







Respectfully submitted,







Kathie Benson







Assistant Secretary

