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Amity Township Board of Supervisors

Meeting Minutes

June 16, 2010
Call to Order/Pledge to the Flag

The June 16, 2010 meeting of the Amity Township Board of Supervisors, held at the Municipal Township Building, 2004 Weavertown Rd., Douglassville, Berks County, Pennsylvania, was called to order at 7:00 PM by Chairperson Robert Yanos.  The following were in attendance:

SUPERVISORS

Robert R. Yanos, Chair

Scott Stepp

Paul Weller

Terry Jones

STAFF

JoAnne Sowers-Smith, Secretary/Treasurer 

Charles E. Lyon, Manager

Kent Shuebrook, Chief of Police

Brian Boland, Solicitor/Kozloff Stoudt

John Weber, Engineer/LTL Consultants

ANNOUNCEMENTS  The Main Street Bridge in Monocacy is now closed. 

PUBLIC COMMENT (AGENDA ITEMS ONLY)
None

MINUTES  

Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to approve the minutes of June 2, 2010.  Motion passed 3-0. 

FINANCE

Moved by Mr. Jones, seconded by Mr. Weller and duly passed to approve the following disbursements:


$129,263.57 General Fund (1)




$    5,293.16 Fire Fund (4)



$  44,200.09 Sewer Fund (8)

$203,589.15 EDU Fund (9)

$       819.00 Traffic Impact Fund (14)

$         50.00 Monocacy Hill Fund (18)

$    7,120.71 Liquid Fuels  (35)

$390,335.68 Total  

Intrafund transfer from Sewer $105,000.00

The Treasurer’s Report and the Tax Collector’s report for May was presented to the Board. 

Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to authorize the advertising for seasonal requirements for stone and asphalt for 2010-2011. Motion passed 4-0. 

REPORTS
Fire Companies   Monarch Fire Company reported that three trucks have been relocated to Limekiln and 422 until the bridge reopens. Birdsboro Fire Company will cover the area where the main fire company is located while the bridge is closed. The Manager stated that PennDOT will have an office in the area near the railroad tracks and completion date is scheduled for August 27, 2010. Mr. Stepp asked Amity Fire about the Fire Safety House. They reported that they are working on how to use it. It will be on display at the Open House. The Fire Safety House was obtained with a FEMA grant. 
Southern Berks EMS Effective June 13, 2010 Southern Berks is maintaining a station in Amity for 24/7 service. 

Planning Commission Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve the 90 Day Extension for Blacksmith Subdivision, however, no work shall proceed until the outstanding fees are paid to the Township. Motion passed 4-0. Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to approve the 90 Day Extension for Pagoda Motorcycle Club. Motion passed 4-0. Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve three waivers as approved by the Planning Commission for Liberty Towers. Motion passed 4-0. 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Woods Edge Pump Station The Manager reported that everything is in order to accept dedication. 

Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to authorize the adoption of the resolution, acceptance and execution of the Bill of Sale and execution of the municipal maintenance agreement. Motion passed 4-0. 
Purchase of Truck/Vac System The Township will have to fund approximately $91,000 to purchase the equipment, $63,000 will come from a recycling grant. The Manager suggested looking into a lease/purchase arrangement. Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve the purchases and investigate financing options. Motion passed 4-0. 
Line Painting Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve intersection painting by A1 Line Painting at a cost of $2975.00 per the Public Foreperson’s judgment as to whether to do now or in the fall. 
SOLICITOR’S REPORT
Mr. Boland provided an update on the Pondview subdivision. He stated he spoke to the attorney for Bancorp and Mr. Stitzel and was told that a resolution for the letter of credit was near at hand. Mr. Boland stated that an answer to the filing must be submitted by July 30. Mr. Boland stated that Ryan Homes has an agreement with Heritage to buy some of the lots in Highmeadows Phase 2. When they settle on any lot, the Township will be paid in full for the mowing in that phase. The solicitor stated he had reviewed the resolution submitted by the South Eastern Stormwater Coalition and had no objections. Mr. Yanos expressed that every municipality should be fighting this federal mandate because it will be too costly for all the taxpayers in the USA. Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to enact the resolution and pay $.10 per resident to become part of the group. Motion passed 4-0. 
ENGINEER’S REPORT 

None. 

NEW BUSINESS

Approval to Advertise AWIP meetings  Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to authorize the advertising. Motion passed 4-0. 
Approval of Modifications to Signal at 422 and Maplewood Mr. Jones stated he wanted the same type signal as Monocacy Creek Rd and 422. The Manager will get new drawings and pricing. 
Zoning Hearing Recommendation – Turner. Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to recommend approval to the Zoning Hearing Board for the Kayak venture application. 

Motion passed 4-0. 

Scheduling Leaf Creek PRD Mr. Boland explained that a PRD is permitted in the MDR as a conditional use. The developer has agreed to have one hearing for the conditional use and the PRD instead of two. They also agreed to waive the 60 day time requirement. The developer will submit their plan to the Planning Commission and work through the plan and at a time when they feel they are ready, they can come to the Board for their tentative approval hearing. The Board agreed to conduct the pre-application conference for the PRD. Mr. Brian Boyer and Mr. Richard Almquist presented their plan to the Board. The plan includes 97 single family homes, 32 semi-detached homes and 162 townhomes. They expect a 5 to 10 year build out. There will be one pump station to be put in at the first phase. There will be one stream crossing. The Board discussed the sewer issues and the Leaf Creek trail access. Mr. Stepp asked if the farm house or barn will remain. Mr. Almquist stated that they are both in disrepair and are scheduled to be removed. 
EMPLOYEE/OFFICIAL REPORTS

Manager.  Mr. Lyon stated that the Monocacy PCE project is still at the agreement stage. He will provide DEP with pricing and a schedule obtained from PA American Water. The Rec Board has recommended that the Legion field at Lake Drive Park be named “Jake Oxenford Field”. Staff will present designs for the sign at the next meeting. Mr. Lyon and Mr. Weller discussed their meeting with Berks County EMS. The County representatives suggested “ironing” out the Township’s problems with Southern Berks EMS. Sandy of Southern Berks stated that when the Amity truck goes out, their truck 1 from Birdsboro will relocate to 422 and 345. The Amity truck will not relocate. 
Regarding the AWIP, Mr. Yanos stated that “Team Amity” had met with the Berks County Planning Commission. He stated that they were entirely on board with the concept. The commission stated they would change the 2020 plan to indicate the AWIP would be a future growth area. 
Mr. Lyon reported that the stormwater issue along the Monocacy Interceptor was resolved amicably. The landscaper is working on restoration. 

The DCED grant close out has been prepared. Mr. Boyer presented his Morlatton Parking Plan to the Board. Mr. Stepp moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve the plan. Motion passed 4-0. 

The manager reported that the fuel tank was pumped out and the sludge removed. He recommended removing the sludge once a year. 

The Board discussed the fire company’s payment schedule. The Board directed the Manager to respond to Amity Fire Company Chief Richter that they are of the same understanding of the payment schedule as the Manager. 

Mr. Lyon reported that the Township had received a favorable letter from Berks County Planning Commission regarding the Act 537 Plan. He suggested advertising for public comment before adoption to save time. The Board will get to review it after the Planning Commission. 

Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to authorize the Old Airport loop sensor repair at a cost of $1708.00. Motion passed 4-0. 

Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mr. Yanos to send a letter to Exeter Township stating that they have no negative comments regarding their zoning amendment. Motion passed 4-0. 

Mr. Lyon reported that staff is working on new leases for the baseball leagues. 
Ryan Buckwalter has volunteered to do the under drainage project at Hill Road at no cost to the Township. 

The EDAC has sent their recommendations on the overlay zone to the Planning Commission. 

The Board discussed the Naylor access issue and lawsuit. Mr. Boland suggested that perhaps in order to settle the case, the Township could grant an easement to the Naylor’s with the restriction that it be used for a single family use. The Board felt that language was necessary for any access. 

Mr. Lyon reported that a notice to connect had been prepared and will go out certified/return request receipt as soon as the line is certified. 

Chief of Police  Chief Shuebrook reported that 55 hours of overtime had been accrued during the recent homicide. The COPS grant was submitted. Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to adopt the newly revised and reviewed policy manual for the police department. Motion passed 4-0. 
Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mr. Yanos to approve the expenditure of $500 to use the Pottstown range. Motion passed 4-0. Chief Shuebrook stated he had acquired a used radar gun to monitor traffic. 

SUPERVISORS 

None.
PUBLIC COMMENT

None.
ADJOURNMENT

Upon a motion by Mr. Weller and seconded by Mr. Jones and duly passed, the meeting was adjourned at 9:20PM.







Respectfully submitted,

JoAnne Sowers-Smith 







Secretary/Treasurer
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