AMITY TOWNSHIP PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD

AMITY TOWNSHIP MUNICIPAL BUILDING

JULY  7, 2009    7:00 pm

MEETING MINUTES

MEMBERS PRESENT:    Harold Boyer,  Joe Rusiewicz,  Risa Marmontello, David Rathgeb, Jerry Kupp.   Meeting was called to order with the pledge to the flag at 7:00 pm by Chairman Harold Boyer.   Also in attendance Tony Tucci and Renee Lentz, USTA.
MOTION to approve the meeting minutes of June 1, 2009 made by Joe Rusiewicz, second by Harold Boyer.  Motion passed 3-0.  

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS UPDATE
Risa Marmontello reported that the supervisors approved the following:  lights for the Amity A.C. soccer field,  extension of DCED grant for Peter Jones house which will now be located in the Kutztown area, and ordering of 70 yards of mulch for playground areas. 
Renee Lentz , a representative of the  U S Tennis Association,  spoke to the board about the possibility of starting a tennis program utilizing the courts at Amity Community Park.   She said there is interest in the school district with some success with an after school program at the middle school.  The program was funded by the Pottstown Hospital Wellness program.   Doug Weaver and James Engle are the school district contacts.  Currently the school district does not have a tennis program or team. She provided brochures and contact information. 
There is a Quick Start program for younger students.  The USTA can offer grants for programs.    She advises setting up a CTA ( Community Tennis Assoc.)  perhaps in partnership with the school district. Once the program is established, sanctioned tournaments can make money.   Harold Boyer offered to contact interested parties in the school district. 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Changes to Park Rules -   Mr. Lyon received several responses to his inquiries to other municipalities.  None of them had any rule in place for acceptable clothing in recreation areas. 

MOTION TO RECOMMEND the following changes to the rules for Amity Township Parks and Recreation Areas:  Motion was made by Joe Rusiewicz, second by Risa Marmontello. Motion passed 5-0. 
Proposed Changes to the Amity Township Park Rules

            Section 110 Animals

            Any animal permitted in a park must be under control of their handlers at all times and 
            must not possess dangerous propensity toward humans. No animals are permitted in 
            Amity Community Park, with the exception of those specifically trained as an aide to 
            physically or mentally disabled humans.

            Section 116 Advertising  ADD:  Advertisements in support of sponsorships for sport 
            leagues will be permitted upon approval of the Amity Township Parks and Recreation 
            Board and Board of Supervisors.  These advertisements will be of a temporary nature as 
            approved by said boards.

            Section 118 Appropriate Apparel   -  Eliminate

            Section 130 Park and Recreation Board Responsibility

            Use of the parks and recreational areas of the township are primarily given to the 
            residents of the township.

            New section  Smoking:  Smoking is prohibited in any of the township parks and 
            recreational areas.

MOTION TO RECOMMEND purchase of changing table for Lake Drive splitting the cost ($90.00 each) with the MOMS Club.  Motion made by Dave Rathgeb, second by Jerry Kupp.  Motion passed 5-0.

NEW BUSINESS

MOTION TO REQUEST Mr. Lyon to apply to the Daniel Boone School District for dates for the basketball program. Motion made by Dave Rathgeb , second by Jerry Kupp.  Motion passed 5-0.   
Amity Lioness Club would like to use the pavilion at Amity Community Park for their bingo activity at Community Days.  There is nothing scheduled on the calendar for those three days.   

Mr. Tucci indicated that there was a baseball tournament that weekend.  He was told to contact Joanne to schedule any activities at the park. 

MOTION TO WAIVE FEES for the Amity Lioness Club for use of the pavilion on  Sept 11,12,13.    Motion made by Joe Rusiewicz,  second by Dave Rathgeb.  Motion passed 5-0.   

MOTION TO register for a space at  Community Days with the Leaf Creek Trail Committee.  Motion made by Harold Boyer,  second by Dave Rathgeb.  Motion passes 5-0.   Board plans to advertise recreation programs and information on Leaf Creek Trail project and meetings. 
PLANNING COMMISSION ITEMS

MOTION TO RECOMMEND acceptance and designation of recreation fees to Amity Community Park from two development plans:
                Blacksmith Subdivision- $51,300.00 and Witek Land Development -  $1,245.00.

Motion made by Dave Rathgeb, second by Jerry Kupp.  Motion passed 5-0. 

The township has received a $300.00 contribution for recreation from Mr. and Mrs. Kutz.  The secretary will draft a thank you letter to send out. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Anthony Tucci – DBCA- reported that various Legion teams did well this year.   They are starting up at new Diamond League for ages 12 and up in spring of 2010.    The pavilion at Amity Community Park is well stocked and has a new grill. Cabinets have not been installed yet. 
Norchester teams are using Lake Drive  for 8 games. He is interested in discussing a multi-municipal partnership with Amity, Birdsboro and Union for recreation. The last two weekends in July there will be state tournaments at Hill Road. DBCA received $10,000  from DCED through Rep. David Kessler for team uniforms last year. 
BOARD CONCERNS
Joe Rusiewicz met with 5 high school students and they were given forms to fill out for the community service work.  Program will be held Monday nights. He also commented that the township workers and fire company volunteers did a great job with the clean up from the storm on Friday, June 26th. 

Harold Boyer reported that discussions are taking place with the Sabo family pertaining to the land for a Community Center. 

Risa Marmontello distributed an update on projects at Monocacy Hill:

               The first trail trimming is complete.  Kim McGrath and Risa Marmontello looked at a possible access route to the park in the Southwestern corner from Kline’s property. There are still plans for a meeting at the Bureau of Forestry office. 2 Community service workers from juvenile probation have been helping out with work.  Employees from XL Insurance completed a day of community service on June 3rd. 
MOTION TO ADJOURN the meeting at 8:11 pm made by Jerry Kupp, second by Joe Rusiewicz,  Motion passed 5-0.  

                                                                                Respectfully submitted,

                                                                                Risa Marmontello,  Secretary

