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AMITY TOWNSHIP

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ADVISORY COUNCIL

MEETING MINUTES

July 10, 2008


Call to Order/Salute to Flag


The July 10, 2008 meeting of the Amity Township Economic Development Advisory Committee, held at the Municipal Township Building, 2004 Weavertown Road, Douglassville, Berks County, PA, was called to order at 7:00pm by Chairperson, Robert Elsas. The following were in attendance:

EDAC
Robert Elsas (Chair)

Blair Gilbert (Vice-Chair)

Ned Selwyn, Jr.

Matt Ferdock

Lee Mauger
Oddvar Norheim

Joe Peterson 

STAFF
Charles E. Lyon, Manager (regrets)
Richard Gokey, Supervisor Liaison
Citizens Comments on Agenda:


Mr. Gokey discussed a meeting of the Eastern Berks Business Alliance. JD Sports & Suburban Cleaning Service business owners came to the meeting to discuss business opportunities and needs.
Chair’s Comments:


None at this time.
Board Comments
Mr. Peterson discussed an article in the Reading Eagle that featured the Federal Government will render a decision regarding rail travel through the township by Fall 2008.  This would have a direct, beneficial impact on the Township.
Approval of Minutes – June 12, 2008
Minutes for the previous meeting will be reviewed and approved at the next meeting.
Amendments to Agenda
Two items were added to the Agenda for this meeting:

1. Review the marketing material sent out by Mr. Elsas.
2. Mr. Elsas asked to add a summary of his meeting with the EDA.

3. Discuss lunch meeting with JD Sports & Suburban Cleaning Service business owners.
Old Business: 

1. Public Notice
a. The map was clarified by Mr. Gokey.
b. Mr. Gilbert pointed out that the proposed changes have direct impact on economic development and that the EDAC needs to be included in these proposed changes before they go out to the public for review.

c. Mr. Gokey agreed to review any additional changes that would impact economic development with the EDAC.
d. Mr. Gokey discussed the importance of EDAC members attending the next 2 BOS meetings.
e. Mr. Peterson discussed school districts that have a large non-residential tax base have lower school taxes.

f. Mr. Jeff (?) discussed keeping the businesses in the township healthy.

g. Mr. Robert Wiggins discussed the EBBA and who its members are and how the EDAC could work together. 

h. Mr. Ferdock, Mr. Selwyn and Mr. Norheim will attend the July 16th BOS meeting.

2. Streamline Land Development Process
a. Mr. Gokey discussed Mr. Boland’s reticence as regards streamlining the development process.

b. Mr. Ferdock discussed helping Mr. Gokey explain the importance of this at the next BOS meeting.

3. Amity Western Industrial Park (AWIP)
a. The group discussed sewage capacity.

b. Mr. Gokey discussed any opposition that may be heard.

4. BOS Annual Report, Slides and Marketing
a. Mr. Ferdock reviewed the status on the slides.

b. Mr. Gilbert will make a few final changes and then it will be ready for approval.

c. Mr. Elsas met with Ms. Pam Schupp and developed a DRAFT marketing plan.

d. Mr. Gilbert discussed the slides and noted that we should include the EBBA who could review them and send back some comments.
e. Mr. Peterson discussed how Amity is Open for Business.
f. Mr. Gilbert discussed the need to find professionals for marketing the township within the next 2 weeks. Mr. Gilbert agreed to send out an email with some potential candidates.
5. Update on 422 Corridor Study
a. Mr. Elsas reported that the next meeting will be in September.

6. Report from BOS & Planning
a. Mr. Gokey reported that the BOS reviewed the request to lower the traffic impact fee and will present it again to the BOS.
b. Mr. Elsas asked Mr. Gokey to formally request Douglass and Exeter township participation in our EDAC.

7. Report from Parks & Recreation
a. Mr. Gokey discussed the commission’s recommendation to raise the residential and reduce the commercial P&R fees.

b. The EDAC’s recommendation was to eliminate the P&R fee for commercial developers.

c. Mr. Gokey asked how the township would raise the money to pay for new parks.

d. The EDAC agreed to build a better argument for why commercial should not pay P&R fees.
8. EDA Meeting
a. Mr. Elsas reporting that our township is not qualified for grants except for fiber optic-related needs.
b. If we are interested in building a business incubator, we could look at those opportunities.
New Business:

1. Annual Report Development
a. Mr. Elsas reported that he will be developing the first EDAC Annual Report.

b. He asked and received volunteers to help compile the report.

c. Mr. Ferdock and Mr. Norheim volunteered to assist.
Updates

No updates were made at this time.
Action log update

Agenda for next meeting

Citizen’s comments
1. EBBA asked for representatives from the EDAC to attend their regular meetings.
Adjourn
The meeting was adjourned at 9:10pm on a motion from Mr. Gilbert, seconded by Mr. Ferdock. Motion passed 7-0.

Respectfully Submitted:

Matt Ferdock

Secretary, EDAC
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