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Amity Township Board of Supervisors

Meeting Minutes

August 18, 2010
Call to Order/Pledge to the Flag

The August 18, 2010 meeting of the Amity Township Board of Supervisors, held at the Municipal Township Building, 2004 Weavertown Rd., Douglassville, Berks County, Pennsylvania, was called to order at 6:30 PM by Chairperson Robert Yanos.  The following were in attendance:

SUPERVISORS

Robert R. Yanos, Chair

Kim McGrath, Vice Chair

Scott Stepp

Paul Weller

Terry Jones

STAFF

JoAnne Sowers-Smith, Secretary/Treasurer

Charles E. Lyon, Manager 

Kent Shuebrook, Chief of Police

Public Hearing UCC Ordinance Amendment
The public hearing for adoption of the UCC Ordinance amendment was opened at 6:33PM by the Secretary/Treasurer. There were no residents present that wished to be a party to the proceeding. The purpose of the hearing is to amend the UCC ordinance. Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mr. Yanos to introduce the following into evidence: the notice, Proof of Publication of Notice of the Ordinance, Affidavit of Posting of the Notice of Ordinance, Notice of Public Hearing, Proof of Publication of Notice of Hearing, Affidavit of Posting of the Notice of Hearing, correspondence with the law library and complete text of the ordinance. Motion passed 5-0. Mr. Loomis explained that the proposed ordinance requires that permits must now be obtained for many electrical, plumbing, hvac additions or renovations that were not required before. The Manager explained that the ordinance was drafted in conjunction with the Home Builders Association and they have not voiced any objections to the ordinance. Mr. Loomis explained that this ordinance will allow the Township to inspect work done and will make properties safer for residents. Mr. Weller was concerned about all the things that would have to be inspected. Mr. Jones asked if contractors had to be licensed in the Township. Mr. Loomis replied that the state now requires contractors be licensed through the Attorney General. However, commercial and new home builders must be licensed in Amity. Property maintenance references in the ordinance were discussed. Mr. Loomis explained that because this proposed ordinance supersedes the existing ordinance all other sections of the code were included. With no other comments, the hearing was closed at 7:05PM. Mrs. McGrath moved, seconded by Mr. Stepp to adopt Ordinance 266 amending the UCC. Motion passed 5-0. 
Other Code Issues  Mrs. McGrath asked about progress on the Pennsylvania Ave. property. The Chief stated that the owner has claimed that some of his property has been stolen. Mr. Loomis stated that there was a hearing for property maintenance violations scheduled for July 27. The owner of the property apparently did not appear at the hearing. Mr. Loomis stated he would follow up with the District Justice to find out the next step. Mr. Yanos asked about the Tollgate Road property. Mr. Loomis stated that there has been some minor progress. The Manager felt the new owners should be contacted and given a time limit for compliance. The additional time had been granted to the family to settle the estate. A significant period has lapsed and no efforts are apparent to clean up the property.
ANNOUNCEMENTS  None

PUBLIC COMMENT (AGENDA ITEMS ONLY)
None

MINUTES  

Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mrs. McGrath to approve the minutes of July 21, 2010. Motion passed 3-0-1. Mr. Jones and Mr. Stepp abstained. 
Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mrs. McGrath to approve the minutes of August 4, 2010. Motion passed 4-0-1. Mr. Weller abstained. 

FINANCE

Moved by Mrs. McGrath, seconded by Mr. Jones and duly passed to approve the following disbursements:


$  80,229.42 General Fund (1)




$    5,293.16 Fire Fund (4)



$  42,406.37 Sewer Fund (8)

$    8,657.49 EDU Fund (9)

$       675.00 Traffic Impact Fund (14)

$    1,868.90 Liquid Fuels  (35)

$139,130.34 Total  

The Treasurer’s report and the Tax Collector’s report for July were presented to the Board for their review. 
The Treasurer stated that two administrative computers were outdated and needed to be replaced. Mrs. McGrath moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve the purchase at a cost of approximately $1200. Motion passed 5-0.
REPORTS
Fire Companies  Amity Fire Company reported that their carnival was somewhat a success. They are planning additional events for next year. Mr. Stepp moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to accept and submit to the County the run cards as changed by the Fire Companies and authorized the Manager to sign off on any future changes to the run cards. Motion passed 5-0. Mr. Jones asked if both fire companies worked together on the new run cards. They replied that they had. Mr. Weller stated he would like to be notified of any further changes. He asked if Southern Berks had submitted new run cards. Mr. Lyon replied that he still needs to have a meeting with Southern Berks with fire company representatives attending.
Planning Commission Tornetta Overly District Discussion   Mr. Yanos stated that this overlay proposal applies to all areas in the Township, not just the Tornetta property. Mr. Weller stated that the Planning Commission felt that the 40% residential component was too high. They felt 25% was more reasonable. The Planning Commission also discussed the number of bedrooms, the sequencing of the development, and parking space size. Mr. Jones stated he needed a professional opinion of the “flex” plan. The Manager stated that the developer wants to complete the planning stage with the Planning Commission but have the flexibility to move components around within the plan without coming back to the Board for approval. He stated that they are looking at something like the Limerick planning approval process. Mr. Yanos stated he expects a full land development master plan to be approved not just a sketch plan. The Board was in favor and asked that Mr. Weber’s comments regarding approval on page 4 of his review letter be incorporated into the ordinance. The Board discussed the residential component of the district. They felt that it should be changed to 25% of the net acreage instead of 40% of the gross acreage. The Manager suggested that if the development was less than 50 acres, there would be no residential component; if it was over 100 acres then a residential component would be allowed. Mr. Jones stated that he was in favor of phasing a project, but felt that the developer would not have to be held to developing the project in numerical order phases. He also felt that the residential component for the Tornetta property should be located at the Tollgate/Township Line Road areas. Mr. Stepp suggested that the Township should encourage LEED certified buildings and create a “cutting edge” development. He suggested a development where residents could live and walk to commercial or recreational areas. He felt that the train would someday come to the area and that this would be a perfect destination for a train stop.  He suggested injecting some philosophical forwardness into the ordinance and provide incentives for LEED certified components. He felt that this could be incorporated into the AWIP zone as well. Heather Unger of the EAC offered to get involved. Mr. Jones stated he felt the development should be over 50 acres to have a residential component. The Board discussed the size of parking spaces. It was the consensus to require a 10’x18’ for retail spaces next to the establishment, 9 ½’ x 18’ a little further away (actual distance to be determined later) and a 9’ x 18’ parking space for office areas. Signage for the district was discussed. Mr. Yanos felt that additional signage was not necessarily a negative. Mr. Stepp felt that the development needs to be done tastefully or one use may defeat the other uses. Mr. Jones stated that the Tornetta’s wanted additional signage for directional purposes. Finally, the Board discussed the standards of approval. They agreed that they wanted to insert Mr. Weber’s recommendations in this section. Mr. Stepp asked that “LEED certification highly encouraged” be injected in this section again. Mr. Yanos asked if the modifications to the ordinance could be done for the next meeting on August 25.  
NEW BUSINESS

Stormwater Coalition Agreement Resolution 10-06     Mrs. McGrath moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to adopt Resolution 10-06 allowing Amity Township to participate in the Stormwater Coalition. Motion passed 5-0. The Manager stated he may be serving on a steering committee. 
EMPLOYEE/OFFICIAL REPORTS

Manager.  Mrs. McGrath moved, seconded by Mr. Yanos to award the Geiger Road Bridge Replacement contract to Milford Builders for $109,808.48 pending a satisfactory review of their references by the engineer and the Township and satisfactory review of the contract documents by the Solicitor. Further, the Board authorizes the appropriate officers of the Township to execute the contract documents for the project. Motion passed 5-0. Mr. Yanos asked that the references be checked before the next meeting on the 25th of August.  Mr. Lyon reported that he had one easement agreement executed and was moving forward with the other two. The Manager reported that the bridge project on Old Airport Road was going to begin in the spring of 2011. Work on the Monocacy Creek Road Bridge will be complete on August 27. At least one lane will be open for traffic at all times. Macie Witek has acquired the financial security for his project on 422; however, the amount secured was slightly less than what was specified. The engineer recommended that the escrow amount be lowered to match the amount secured. Mrs. McGrath moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to accept the recommendation of the engineer to lower the escrow amount. Motion passed 5-0. 
Mr. Lyon reported that he had met with the Governor’s Representative for Economic Development in Southwestern Pennsylvania and talked about Amity’s AWIP project. The representative offered his help in any way he could. Mr. Yanos asked if his counterpart for the Southeastern part of Pennsylvania could be contacted. 
Chief of Police  Chief Shuebrook reported that there were 23 cases of criminal mischief on August 13th primarily on Monocacy Creek Road, but also on Old Airport Rd. and Rosecliff Drive. An aggressive driving detail was held on August 12 and 14. Seventy two (72) speeding citations were issued. The Chief stated he had testified at the Senate Transportation Committee hearing on August 17th in support of Bill 554 which would allow municipalities to use radar. No action is anticipated until next year. Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to allow the Chief to donate six Motorola MT 1000 portable radios that the department no longer uses to a new police department in Mifflin County. Motion passed 5-0. Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to allow the Chief to teach at the Reading Police Academy on his own time. Motion passed 5-0. 
SUPERVISORS 

Mr. Jones asked if the police car that was totaled would be replaced. The Board agreed that since the price for the Geiger Road Bridge was less than anticipated the vehicle should be replaced. Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to purchase another police car. Motion passed 5-0. 
Mr. Weller asked about the grader. The Manager stated that the plan was to sell the grader and replace it with a skid loader. A presentation would be made during budget discussions.
Mr. Yanos asked about the sewer vents in the Valley Road area. Mr. Lyon stated he hadn’t seen any in the area that floods. 

Mr. Jones asked about one member of the Planning Commission that always seems to be absent. He felt that if he could not attend the meetings then he should resign. The Manager stated he would call him. 
PUBLIC COMMENT

Sandy of Southern Berks EMS stated that they were driving around the Township with new employees and volunteers to acclimate them to the Township. The Board discussed communications between Southern Berks and the County. The Chief suggested that Southern Berks look into outfitting their rigs with mobile computers. 
ADJOURNMENT& EXECUTIVE SESSION
Upon a motion by Mrs. McGrath and seconded by Mr. Stepp and duly passed, the meeting was adjourned to executive session for personnel and a potential litigation issue at 9:42PM.







Respectfully submitted,

JoAnne Sowers-Smith 







Secretary/Treasurer
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