AMITY TOWNSHIP PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD
AMITY TOWNSHIP MUNICIPAL BUILDING

MEETING MINUTES

OCTOBER 5, 2009
MEMBERS PRESENT: Harold Boyer, David Rathgeb, Risa Marmontello, Jerry Kupp, Joe Rusiewisz.  

Chairman Harold Boyer called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm with the pledge to the flag.
MOTION to approve the meeting minutes of the September 1, 2009 meeting.  Motion made by        , Joe Rusiewicz, second by Jerry Kupp.   Motion passed 4-0.

TOWNSHIP MANAGER’S REPORT

Mr. Lyon could not attend the meeting due to a personal matter, but submitted the attached report.   The board reviewed various items in the report and commented.

2010 Budget   - Several items in the recreation board’s general fund were reduced or cut to balance the budget.  The part time seasonal worker was cut, also money for conferences and workshops. Several categories under maintenance were reduced. Members were told that there would be not budget workshop meetings scheduled. Comments could be made at the supervisors’ meetings.
Complaints about the noise level at Sunday football games have been registered by a resident of Old Swede Road. John Okuniewski told the board that Blazer Midget Football has tried to comply with neighbors concerns.  He said that their will be no more games on Sundays this year and next year they will be using the field at the High school 
Karen LeBlanc – Amity A.C. - updated the board on the installation of the lights at the soccer field.   
D & E Communications and Met Ed had donated their time and equipment to assist with the project.  Deflectors will still need to be installed to comply with lighting requirements.   
Mr. Lyon’s report also mentioned that the supervisors were in favor of naming the township soccer field at Amity Community Park in memory of  Gene Hafer.  The recreation board agreed with that idea, but suggested that the family be contacted first for their input.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Tennis Program - Mr. Boyer was told that Daniel Boone High School would have tennis program for the 2010 school year. He suggested that perhaps the township could host a tennis tournament during the summer or as part of Community Days next year.

Basketball Program – No one has been located to supervise the program. 

NEW BUSINESS

The township received an inquiry about a cooperative project with Union Township Recreation Board to collect items for Salvation Army and also Toys for Tots on Saturday, December 5th.  They would need a commitment of volunteers for three hours that morning and help with advertising the program.  Board was in favor with three possible volunteers. 

MEETING DATES FOR 2010 Board agreed to table this action until the November meeting. All agreed that Monday nights are preferable.
MONOCACY HILL UPDATE

Risa Marmontello reported that Philip Baskin had finished his Eagle Scout Project - the construction  of blue bird boxes and wood duck boxes. 
She reported that a successful Open House was held at Monocacy Hill on October 4th and the park saw many visitors that day. 

There was a meeting at the Bureau of Forestry office at French Creek on Sept. 2, 2009.  Hosting the meeting were Tim Dugan,  Asst. District Forester and Joe Sherman, Fire Inspector for the region. Representing the township were Kim McGrath and Risa Marmontello.  Also present was Bobby Erb, fire warden.  They reviewed some organizational changes that will take place next year and gave their recommendations for fire response at the Hill.  They will work with township to revise the run cards and volunteers will work on widening some trail areas.  DCNR, Bureau of Forestry could be called in at any time it was deemed necessary.  An emergency map will be made and other recommendations would be enacted.   There was a minor incident on Sunday, September 27th when a smoke was spotted. Three fire companies responded and searched, but no source could be found.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Lisa Miller asked about permission to selling advertising at baseball fields, such as naming a field for a period of time.   Mr. Lyon had included is his report that the Board of Supervisors was in favor of such a policy for advertising at recreation areas.   Board would ask supervisors intentions, but would prefer a policy that was uniform for all recreation areas.
John Okuniewski  - Blazer Midget Football – thanks Boyer’s Catering for their loan of a french fryer.

He mentioned that he still had the keys for the lights at the tennis court and had forgotten to return them   He would still like to use the lights 2 nights a week.    He suggested that permanent no parking signs be placed along the driveway at the school parking lot.  Mr. Boyer said he would take the matter to the license committee.  
Mr. Okuniewski would still like permission to install permanent light posts on the east side of the practice field.  He would need 2 or 3 40 ft poles to light for practices 3 days a week.  Several board members expressed concern that this would set a precedent for other fields and other sports organizations.   Mr. Boyer would take the matter to the License Committee. 
BOARD CONCERNS

David Rathgeb mentioned that the proposal for a lighted flagpole at Amity Community Park is still being considered by the Amity Lions Club. An estimate of $1,500 had been obtained. A definite location would have to be determined.  

Joe Rusiewicz mentioned a concern he had with the Thunder Outreach event.  The wording in the supervisors’ minutes indicated that the Thunder Outreach event was “in lieu of.”   He wanted to make sure that the supervisors knew that the Recreation Board intentions were to have the event as an alternative to traditional trick or treating.  A phone call during the meeting to Mrs. McGrath confirmed that October 31st had been chosen as the night for traditional trick or treating for the community. 
Joe Rusiewicz asked whether or not the township had a policy for chain of command in the event of the absence of Mr. Lyon.    Who should be called if he is not available to handle situations and answer questions at the recreation areas and would people know who to call?  
MOTION to adjourn meeting at 8:09 pm.   Motion made by David Rathgeb, second by Joe Rusiewicz.  Motion passed 5-0.  
                                                               Respectfully submitted,

                                                               Risa Marmontello, Secretary
