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AMITY TOWNSHIP

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ADVISORY COUNCIL

MEETING MINUTES

October 9, 2008


Call to Order/Salute to Flag


The October 9, 2008 meeting of the Amity Township Economic Development Advisory Committee, held at the Municipal Township building, 204 Weavertown Road, Douglassville, Berks County, Pennsylvania, was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Vice-Chairperson, Blair Gilbert.  The following were in attendance.

EDAC
Robert Elsas (Chair)

Blair Gilbert (Vice-Chair)

Matt Ferdock (Secretary)

Oddvar Norheim

Lee F. Mauger

STAFF
Charles Lyon, Township Manager

Citizens Comments on Agenda:

None at this time.

Vice-Chair’s Comments

None at this time.  

Board Comments

None at this time.

Approval of Minutes 


Lee Mauger motioned to approve the meeting minutes of August 14, 2008 as written.  Motion seconded by Oddvar Norheim.

Old Business

1.
Marketing Slides:

a. Mr. Ferdock made the slides available.

b. Mr. Elsas will present the slides to the BOS at their next meeting.

2. Amity web site.

a. Mr. Ferdock discussed the notion of leveraging a relationship with a vested developer to create and manage a new web site for the township.

b. No other changes would come out of the EDAC until a new developer is involved.

3. Streamline the Land Development Process

a. Mr. Gokey updated the EDAC on Streamlining the Land Development Process.

b. The EDAC expressed the desire to adapt the Limerick process.

c. Mr. Norheim discussed attending the Planning Commission and reviewing the building process with Reading Hospital.

d. Mr. Gokey felt that from month-to-month time can be saved with regular staff meetings.

e. Legal representation will need to be present and who may attend the meeting from this area may need to be provided.

f. Mr. Gilbert stated unequivocally that the EDAC is looking for a streamlined process and if the BOS will not pursue this, then the EDAC would like to request why.
4. Phase II for Development of the Joint Comprehensive Plan as Approved – Development of a Rezoned 422 Corridor: to draft a plan for H/C

a.  Mr. Gilbert and Mr. Ferdock discussed developing a plan to assemble property owners into 20 acre parcels.
b. EDAC will develop a formal plan that they will vote on and then present to the BOS.

5. Report from other Commissions

a. Mr. Gokey updated the EDAC on the Reading Hospital construction and informed the EDAC that the Hospital will complete 2010.

b. Hearthstone will come online April 2009.

c. Villa Morlatton will employ 70 persons.

6. Act 209 Commission was reopened and has yet to convene.

a. Mr. Gilbert discussed meeting with VP of the Lehigh Valley Economic Development Corporation where Act 209 was discussed. 

b. LVEDC is developing without Act 209.

7. AWIP – Draft Progression Plan “A Business Campus”
a. Mr. Gilbert discussed adopting a new zoning class called “Business Campus.” 
b. Mr. Gilbert made a motion to recommend to the BOS that it adopts the new zoning ordinance called “Business Campus” as a working concept and that this new zoning classification be used to zone the AWIP as presented to the BOS. Mr. Ferdock seconded the motion. The motion passed 5-0.
i. Discussed was that this would not be an “overlaid” zoning ordinance but a brand new one.

ii. Mr. Mauger discussed 5 acre lot minimums.

iii. Mr. Mauger also pointed out that the minimum the amount of space required between two uses within a single lot may not be reasonable. 

iv. Mr. Elsas pointed out that the ordinance needs to be worked with and developers needs need to be considered.

v. Mr. Norheim discussed needing to increase the height limit.

vi. Mr. Lyon discussed performance incentives for uses that promote more jobs. For example, increase the % of impervious coverage for companies that add jobs.
vii. The EDAC agrees that the BOS needs to adjust and modify the zoning to bring in desirous businesses. 

8. Planning Commission Results

a. Mr. Elsas discussed his presentation to the Planning Commission of the EDAC plan.

b. Mr. Elsas also discussed the Business Campus concept. It was positively received.

9. Term of Committee Members

a. Mr. Elsas discussed asking the BOS for an extension of each person’s term by 1 year.

b. Mr. Gilbert motioned to ask the BOS to extend the term for each  EDAC members by one year. Mr. Norheim seconded the motion. The motion carried 5-0.
10. Budget Request 2009

a. Mr. Gilbert motioned that the upcoming budget will be $15,000. The motion was seconded by Mr. Mauger. The motion carried 5-0.
11. Modify the Quorum Rules in the By-Laws of the EDAC

a. Mr. Gilbert motioned that the by-laws be amended to expand the quorum to 4 instead of 3 given the new size of the EDAC (seven members). The motion was seconded by Mr. Mauger and approved 5-0.

12. Mr. Gilbert motioned Douglass township and Exeter Township be allowed to represent as ex officio members to the EDAC. The motion was seconded by Mr. Mauger and passed 5-0.

Agenda for next meeting


None at this time.

Citizen’s comments



Citizens in attendance commented on the good ideas that they heard tonight.
Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 8:21pm on a motion by Mr. Gilbert, seconded by Mr. Ferdock.  The motion passed 5-0.
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