AMITY TOWNSHIP PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD

AMITY TOWNSHIP MUNICIPAL BUILDING

MEETING MINUTES

OCTOBER 28, 2008

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:   Harold Boyer,  Dave Rathgeb, Joe Rusiewisz,  Risa Marmontello.  Also present:  Charles Lyon, Township Manager. Public attending:  Mike Dekker, DYBA and Karen LeBlanc, Amity A.C.   

CALL TO ORDER: Secretary,Risa Marmontello called the meeting to order with the pledge to the flag at 7:06 pm. Mr. Boyer arrived 7:10 PM.

MOTION to approve meeting minutes of  September 23, 2008 made by Dave Rathgeb; second by Joe Rusiewicz. Motion passed 3-0. 

TOWNSHIP MANAGER’S REPORT (Attached)
Mr. Lyon reported that the Board of Supervisors voted to approve the following items:

                      Funding of Leaf Creek Trail study for 2009

                      New recreation fee ordinance

                      Fence repair at Lake Drive

                      Hunting resolution for Monocacy Hill.

                      $1,560 for new Monocacy Hill signs

A letter was received from Ralph Swoyer who rented the pavilion at Amity Community Park  this summer and encountered a conflict with baseball teams also using the space. Most of the board felt that renting the pavilion should entitle people to exclusive use of the concession and picnic table area. The township had approximately 13 rentals this summer at that pavilion. 

MOTION was made for the following policy: Permits would be issued to pavilion renters and permits would be posted on site with one rental per day. Only the restrooms would be accessible to park users other than renters during that time.  Township will communicate policy to baseball organizations Mr. Lyon will reply to Mr. Swoyer to address his complaint. Motion made by David Rathgeb; second by Joe Rusiewicz. Motion passed 4-0. 
Mr. Lyon also expressed concerned with the accumulation of trash during long weekends of park use and the need for restroom cleaning. Dave Rathgeb asked whether summer employees could perform that task. Mr. Lyon indicated that it might be a union issue, but will check.
Mike Dekker , DYBA, asked about the installation of a gravel walkway at Hill Road.  Mr. Dekker also asked permission to install an 18’ pole for lights to light the batting cage.  DYBA 
will work with township staff for sketches of these improvements and compliance with ordinances.  Regarding  infield mix, he would like the township to purchase the six loads designated in the 2009 budget  for DYBA fields before the end of 2008.  Mr. Lyon will take the matter to the Supervisors.

Regarding Blazer Midget Football – a storage pod was obtained and the speaker system was tested for noise and speakers repositioned. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Risa Marmontello announced that the changing tables had been ordered and installed in the restrooms at Amity Community Park pavilion. She asked if we could check into small plaques recognizing this donation by the MOMS Club. 

AMITY A.C.  LEASE AGREEMENT

Karen LeBlanc , representing Amity A.C., reviewed the draft lease agreement with the board.  Board members requested changes to the “exclusive use”  phrase,  a shorter term of 10 years and requirements for recycling.   Regarding lights:  The Amity A.C. is requesting permission to install 2  lights on the  A.C. soccer field 60 ft high and 150 ft apart.  The lights are needed for practice.  D & E will install the poles. The lights will cost $7,000.  The contractor said that the lights will comply with township lighting ordinance and would not interfere with use at adjoining air strip. Karen will send specs to Mr. Lyon and then it will be reviewed by staff. 

Karen also reported that they had received a grant for $25,000 for a handicapped walkway. She also mentioned that they have a gate at the lower entrance and would like to install a gate at the upper entrance.  Keys would be given to the fire department. 
BUDGET REVIEW  Rec Board asked about a few items.  Mr. Lyon will check on Year to Date figures and report back. 

NEW BUSINESS

READING HOSPITAL PRELIMINARY PLAN -   Recreation Board briefly looked at the plan.  The main concern is that the plan should indicate an area for Leaf Creek Trail through property. Mr. Lyon will communicate this to Planning Commission.

EDAC PLAN REVIEW.  A copy of the Economic Development Plan was distributed to Recreation Board members.   Board members were asked to review and forward any comments to Mr. Lyon. He said that there would be a meeting to discuss plan later in November. All boards would be invited. 

MOTION to accept recreation fees from Hearthstone at Amity development in amount of    $21,987.00  and designate the fees to Amity Community Park. Motion made by David Rathgeb;  second by Joe Rusiewicz. Motion passed 4-0.
REPORTS
Forest Stewardship Committee-  First draft of plan is due back by late October and will be reviewed at the committee meeting on November 20th.  
License Committee- No report

Leaf Creek Trail Committee-  Proposals will be evaluated at November meeting.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Mike Dekker announced that DYBA will become Daniel Boone Youth Sports ( DBYS) with the merging of baseball and softball organizations.

Karen LeBlanc mentioned that the high school has started a lacrosse team that will be using Amity A.C. fields for practice and games. 

BOARD CONCERNS
Dave Rathgeb mentioned that funds would still be needed for the installation of a flag pole at Amity Community Park.  We would need cost estimate.

Joe Rusiewicz reported on some cost figures for the YMCA’s summer day camp program. Full day is charged $179 per week. The average cost for Ozzie’s program was $44 per child for half day w/ 36 children per week.  He does not think Amity’s rate is too high and recommends we talk to Ozzie’s early in 2009 to explore ways to boost enrollment and/or reduce costs. 

Thank you letters will be sent out for the donation of the cabinets for the concession stand at ACP pavilion and for the changing tables. 

An article in News of Southern Berks describing the vandalism at the skateboard park at Lake Drive prompted discussion.  Rec board was not aware of the increasing problem.  Mr. Lyon will confirm with Police Chief Roy.  

MOTION TO ADJOURN meeting was made at 9:00 PM by Joe Rusiewicz; second by David Rathgeb.  Motion passed 4-0. 

                                                                                           Respectfully submitted,

                                                                                           Risa Marmontello,  Secretary

