Amity Township

Economic Development Advisory Council

THURSDAY JANUARY 10, 2008
Call to Order/Pledge to the Flag
The January 10, 2008 meeting of the Amity Township Economic Development Advisory Council, held at the Municipal Township Building, 2004 Weavertown Rd., Douglassville, Berks County, Pennsylvania, was called to order at 7:00 PM by Chairperson, Blair Gilbert.  The following were in attendance:

Blair Gilbert

Oddvar Norheim

Robert Elsas

Edward (Ned Selwyn)

Joe Peterson

Lee Mauger

STAFF
Charles E Lyon, Manager

Richard Gokey, Liason
Absent was:


  
Matt Ferdock
 
Paul Weller (Came in at 7:15)
Announcements:   Since the last meeting the Board of Supervisors had reorganized and made the following appointments:


Supervisor’s Liaison

            Richard L. Gokey 


Replace Susan Flemming

Edward Selwyn


New Member from Union

Lee Mauger


New Member from Birdsboro
            Joe Peterso

Visitors/Public Comment: No comments were presented.
Chair’s Comments:  Blair Gilbert asked Mr. Gokey to take the lead in how the reorginixation should proceed  -  Mr. Gokey assisted Mr. Gilbert in the process.
Board Comments:   None.   
Approval of Minutes:  Minutes from December 6, 2007 were approved unanimously on a motion by Oddvar Norheim and second by Joe Peterson.


Blair Gilbert - Aye

Oddvar Norheim - Aye

Robert Elsas - Aye

Edward (Ned Selwyn) - Aye

Joe Peterson - Aye

Lee Mauger - Aye

It was decided to have a roundtable discussion of the group’s experiences. Each Council member provided a summary of their experience and qualifications. 

Re-Organization:


The floor was opened to nominations for Temporary Chair. Blair Gilbert was nominated by Joe Peterson and seconded by Oddvar Norheim. Lee Mauger moved and Joe Peterson seconded to close the nominations for Temporary Chair and Blair Gilbert was a unanimous choice for Temporary Chair.

Blair Gilbert - Aye

Oddvar Norheim - Aye

Robert Elsas - Aye

Edward (Ned Selwyn) - Aye

Joe Peterson - Aye

Lee Mauger - Aye

Blair Gilbert moved and Oddvar Norheim seconded to appoint Robert Elsas as Temporary Secretary. There were no other nominations for Temporary Secretary and Robert Elsas was chosen by unanimous acclamation.

Blair Gilbert - Aye

Oddvar Norheim - Aye

Robert Elsas - Aye

Edward (Ned Selwyn) - Aye

Joe Peterson - Aye

Lee Mauger - Aye

Temporary Chair Gilbert opened the nominations for Chairman. Oddvar Norheim moved to appoint Robert Elsas as Chairman and the motion was seconded by Ned Selwyn. There were no other nominations. Joe Peterson moved and Lee Mauger seconded to close the nominations for Chair and Robert Elsas was a unanimous choice for Chair.

Blair Gilbert - Aye

Oddvar Norheim - Aye

Robert Elsas - Aye

Edward (Ned Selwyn) - Aye

Joe Peterson - Aye

Lee Mauger - Aye

Robert Elsas assumed the role of Chair and opened the floor for nominations for Vice-Chair. Oddvar Norheim moved to appoint Blair Gilbert as Vice-Chair and the motion was seconded by Joe Peterson. There were no other nominations. Lee Mauger moved and Joe Peterson seconded to close the nominations for Vice-Chair and Robert Elsas was a unanimous choice for Chair.

Blair Gilbert - Aye

Oddvar Norheim - Aye

Robert Elsas - Aye

Edward (Ned Selwyn) - Aye

Joe Peterson - Aye

Lee Mauger - Aye

Chairman Elsas called for nominations for Secretary. Oddvar Norheim moved to appoint Matt Ferdock as Secretary and the motion was seconded by Joe Peterson. There were no other nominations. Lee Mauger moved and Joe Peterson seconded to close the nominations for Secretary and Matt Ferdock was a unanimous choice for Secretary.

Blair Gilbert - Aye

Oddvar Norheim - Aye

Robert Elsas - Aye

Edward (Ned Selwyn) - Aye

Joe Peterson - Aye

Lee Mauger - Aye

Reorganization was closed and Chairman Elsas moved on to the business at hand. He appointed Lee Mauger as Temporary Secretary to take Minutes in the absence of Matt Ferdock.

The Board will keep the same meeting day for 2008: 2nd Thursday at 7

P.M. Meetings will be held as follows:




January

10, 2008




February

07, 2008 (changed)



March


13, 2008




April


10, 2008




May


 8, 2008




June 


12, 2007




July


10, 2007




August

            14, 2008




September

11, 2008




October

 9, 2008




November

13, 2008




December

11, 2008

Discussion Items:  

Tom Mckeon, Executive Director of Berks County Industrial

Development Authority (Redevelopment) made a brief presentation to the

Council. He provided a synopsis of the tour that was provided to him of 

the east end of the township and expressed some hope for development. 

He suggested consulting Douglass Township to see if they would consider 

partnering with Amity in a development project. Tom said that the 

County Planning commission spearheaded by Alan Piper and Matt McGeough

are participating in the R-6 Extension study. Tom said there may be 

some planning money that could go towards our area if we could somehow 

attach ourselves to the end of the Delaware Valley Planning project. He

provided a flyer describing the project. Tom said he would keep 

communication lines open.

Updates: Economic Development seminars are on the calander and all were encouraged to attend.
Old Business:  In other matters, Chairman Elsas asked if copies of the Comprehensive 

Plans could be provided to all new members. Electronic copies are preferred. 

In another matter of Old Business, Oddvar Norheim presented a proposed 

table of contents for an Economic Development Plan for Amity Township.

The draft also breaks the table of contents into work tasks and assigns 

responsibility for completion. The Board will review and discuss at 

their next meeting.
Agenda for Next Meeting:
1. Economic Development Plan for Amity Township
2. Draft ED Table of Contents
3. Amity / Douglass / Exeter Township Maps
4. Review Action Time Tables and Assignments
Public Comment: None

Adjournment: There being no further business, Chairman Elsas adjourned the meeting was adjourned at 8:45

Respectfully submitted

R. Elsas, for
Lee Mauger, Acting Secretary

