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Amity Township Board of Supervisors

Meeting Minutes

November 3, 2010
Call to Order/Pledge to the Flag

The November 3, 2010 meeting of the Amity Township Board of Supervisors, held at the Municipal Township Building, 2004 Weavertown Rd., Douglassville, Berks County, Pennsylvania, was called to order at 7:00 PM by Chairperson Robert Yanos.  The following were in attendance:

SUPERVISORS

Robert R. Yanos, Chair

Kim McGrath, Vice Chair 

Scott Stepp

Paul Weller

Terry Jones

STAFF

JoAnne Sowers-Smith, Secretary/Treasurer

Charles E. Lyon, Manager 

Kent Shuebrook, Chief of Police

Brian Boland, Solicitor/Kozloff Stoudt

ANNOUNCEMENTS  Former employee, Ralph Hartzell and former Supervisor George Graefe passed away. Mr. Graefe, co-owner of My Dad’s Carpet,  was instrumental in purchasing the land for the Amity AC.

PUBLIC COMMENT (AGENDA ITEMS ONLY)
None

MINUTES  

Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mrs. McGrath to approve the minutes of October 20, 2010. Motion passed 4-0. Mr. Stepp abstained.
FINANCE

Moved by Mr. Jones, seconded by Mr. Weller and duly passed to approve the following disbursements:


$  145,885.12  General Fund (1)





$    74,341.83  Fire Fund (4)


$    15,018.31  Sewer Fund (8)

$      6,014.00  Sewer EDU Fund (9)

$    15,171.82  Rec Fund (13)

$         687.99  Traffic Impact Fund (14)

$      1,292.69  Liquid Fuels  (35)

$ 258,411.76  Total  

REPORTS
Code Enforcement    Mr. Weller asked how large a parcel is required to have poultry. 
EAC  Marlin Zechman and Heather Unger presented proposed projects for 2011. They would like to expand the website, help with emergency planning, conduct an elementary education program, assist with reviewing the AWIP and reviewing ordinances for sustainable design and green building. They requested a $250 budget to attend training opportunities. 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Temporary Light Duty Policy Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to adopt the temporary light duty policy with the revisions from the Solicitor. Motion passed 5-0. 

Purchasing Policy Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mr. Stepp to approve the policy as written. Motion passed 5-0. 

Ordinance #268 amending the SMO ordinance to allow on lot inspections by a PSMA certified hauler. Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to adopt the ordinance. Motion passed 5-0. 

SOLICITOR’S REPORT

none
NEW BUSINESS

Zoning Hearing Recommendation for GCP Amity Residential     Mr. Richard Almquist requested relief from the 150’ setback requirement for the townhomes on a collector street and relief from the one year expiration date for a variance. The Manager asked for indemnification for the Township if the snow plows would run over sheds, for example, in the smaller setback area. Mr. Boland replied that a note could be put on the plan that would prohibit structures in the setback area. Mr. Almquist stated the raised sidewalks would also act to slow traffic in the development on Gregory Road. Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to recommend approval of the two variance requests to the Zoning Hearing Board. Motion passed 5-0. 
Budget 2011 Discussion    The treasurer stated that the after replacing the $15,000 for the library donation the budget presented would require using $140,000 from the surplus to balance the budget. The Manager stated he felt that could be done this year without causing a hardship for the Township. Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to advertise the budget as presented. Motion passed 5-0. The Board discussed repairing the tennis courts as proposed by the Rec Board. Mr. Jones suggested a small tax for recreation be enacted to maintain the parks. Mr. Lyon stated that the tennis courts could be patched but the basketball courts need to be repaired. Mr. Yanos stated he didn’t feel this was the time to raise taxes. It was the consensus of the Board to wait to see if there were funds at the end of the year to decide on the repairs for the courts. 
TCC Resolutions   Mrs. McGrath moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve the signing of the TCC documents. Motion passed 5-0. 
EMPLOYEE/OFFICIAL REPORTS

Manager.   Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve residential fire training for Mr. Loomis. Motion passed 5-0. Mr. Lyon pointed out that sewer rates for surrounding communities ranged from $85 to $235 per quarter. Amity’s sewer rate has remained at $80 per quarter for quite a while. The Board discussed raising the sewer rate to $85 per quarter which would generate $70,000 for necessary repairs or expenses. The Manger will put together a priority list of repairs for the next meeting. Mr. Lyon reported that the final payment for the Monocacy Creek Interceptor was released. The Geiger Road Bridge project is proceeding. The stakeouts have been done, clearing and grubbing should begin next week. Excavation and setting the concrete culvert should take place the week of or after Thanksgiving. The Weavertown stormwater project was completed. Mr. Howell-Clarke stated the project was delayed because of weather-related problems. Mr. Lyon reported that he had a meeting with the manager of Exeter Township regarding the intersection of 562 and Meeting House Road. No conclusion has been determined yet. The Manager reported that both sewer rehab projects are underway. Mr. Lyon discussed the water main project along Monocacy Creek Road. He stated he is ready to advertise for bids. Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mrs. McGrath to approve Arro as engineer for the water main project with DEP. Motion passed 5-0. The Manager presented run cards for Southern Berks EMS for the Board’s review. Mr. Lyon reported that all job descriptions had been redone. He presented the Board with a new organizational chart for the Township. Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mr. Stepp to approve the organizational chart. Motion passed 5-0. The final draft of the AWIP ordinance was presented. About 350 notices will be posted on adjoining properties.  Mr. Lyon reported that Daniel Boone School District is requesting speed limit and traffic control by Amity Police on school properties. Mr. Jones stated that parking is a problem on weekends when all the fields are being used. Mrs. McGrath moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to have the Manager find out from the school what they want monitored. Motion passed 5-0. Mr. Lyon reported that a foreign agent was released into the sewer system sometime this week. They believed it was an orange disinfectant that caused a lot of foam but no permit violations. Sewer plant workers tried to trace the source, but were unsuccessful. Letters will be sent to commercial and industrial users to ask them to notify the Township when they will be releasing into the sewer system. 
Chief of Police Chief Shuebrook reported that a 20 year old male was found in Lake Drive Park unconscious. It was an apparent drug overdose. Speed surveys were taken on Russell and Loyalsock. Three warnings were given on Worman Drive. The Chief conducted “leadership assessment training” with the three corporals. 

SUPERVISORS 

none
PUBLIC COMMENT

none
ADJOURNMENT& EXECUTIVE SESSION
Upon a motion by Mr. Weller and seconded by Mrs. McGrath and duly passed, the meeting was recessed to executive session at 9:00PM for personnel issues. 







Respectfully submitted,

JoAnne Sowers-Smith 







Secretary/Treasurer
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