AMITY TOWNSHIP PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD
AMITY TOWNSHIP MUNICIPAL BUILDING

MEETING MINUTES

DECEMBER 22, 2008   7:00 p.m.
MEMBERS PRESENT:   Risa Marmontello, Jerry Kupp,   Joe Rusiewicz, Dave Rathgeb

Also present – Charles Lyon, Township Manager.
CALL TO ORDER /PLEDGE TO FLAG- Vice Chairman, Jerry Kupp called the meeting to order with the pledge to the flag at 7:20 p.m.
APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES   Motion to approve minutes of November 25, 2008 made by Joe Rusiewicz; second by Jerry Kupp.  Motion passed 3-0.  
TOWNSHIP MANAGER’S REPORT – (Attached)
Amity A.C. Lease - Revisions were made to the lease agreement and the Supervisors are set to vote on it.  It was distributed to the recreation board members and they asked to have until the next meeting to review it. 
Mr. Lyon reported that discussions are ongoing with Optimist Club and School District concerning Community Days 2009. The decision needs to be made on the temporary opening of Country Lane to facilitate traffic flow for the event.  Port a potties will likely be used. 
Stones from the Peter Jones House will be allowed to remain on the township property until June 30, 2009.  Mr. Lyon distributed a schedule from the school district for the AIC gym.  Leaf Creek Trail Committee is awaiting approval from DCNR on the consultant selected.  The first committee meeting of the new year will be January 13th.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

2009  MEETING DATES -   Motion for the Amity Township Park and Recreation Board  to meet first Monday of each month with the exception of July when board will meet Tuesday, July 7th   and September , when board will meet on Tuesday, September 1st. Meetings will begin at 7:00 p.m.   Motion made by Risa Marmontello; second by David Rathgeb.  Motion passed 4-0.
DISCUSSION -   Draft Forest Stewardship Plan by NLT
Risa Marmontello reported that the Forest Stewardship Committee had reviewed the first draft and will be sending comments to NLT for inclusion into the final plan.  Recreation Board members were given copies and asked to comment as well. 

One of the recommendations in the plan was to post the property boundaries and Mr. Lyon mentioned that a survey should be done prior to that. 

Dave Rathgeb expressed concern about implementation of the plan …  how would we pay for it, also  how would trails and facilities be affected by increased use. He also commented that he would like to see some proof that harvesting would lead to increased invasives.  Risa Marmontello responded that there are several local cases of this result after harvesting and that many documents reviewed by the committee advised control of invasives prior to disturbance. 
NEW BUSINESS
EAGLE SCOUT RECOGNITION -  Scout did not attend meeting. He will be contacted to attend the January meeting. 

PLANNING COMMISSION ITEMS-  Mr. Lyon mentioned that the board may want to know about the Funacacy Hill entertainment center proposal.  Risa Marmontello mentioned that the site was located along Limekiln Road on the western boundary of Monocacy Hill Recreation Area ( MHRA).  The developer of the property stated that the facility would have indoor activities only at first, but could expand to outdoor miniature golf.  Mr. Lyon mentioned that the plan had issues of lighting and traffic to address. He also mentioned that the owner may want to connect a trail to MHRA. Given the importance placed on the stream corridor in the Forest Stewardship Plan, Mrs. Marmontello asked if the township might consider negotiating for the strip of property along the stream to be added to the park.  

REPORT - Joe Rusiewicz attended a recreation roundtable at Albright College on December 5th.
Municipal cooperation for recreation was one of the topics discussed.  He reported that he will be serving on a taskforce and that a regional workshop might be planned for March of 2009. 
License Committee – no report

PUBLIC COMMENT – None

BOARD CONCERNS -  Board members were asked to update their contact information for PRPS.  Risa Marmontello reported that the new signs for Monocacy Hill were completed and installed. 
ADJOURNMENT-   Motion made to adjourn the meeting at 8:35 p.m. made by David Rathgeb, second by Joe Rusiewicz. Motion passed 4-0. 
                                                                                         Respectfully submitted,

                                                                                         Risa Marmontello,  Secretary
