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AMITY TOWNSHIP

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ADVISORY COUNCIL

MEETING MINUTES

July 8, 2010

Call to Order/Salute to Flag


The July 8, 2010 meeting of the Amity Township Economic Development Advisory Committee, held at the Municipal Township Building, 2004 Weavertown Road, Douglassville, Berks County, PA, was called to order at 7:00pm by Chairperson, Oddvar Norheim. The following were in attendance:

EDAC

Oddvar Norheim (Chair) (regrets)
Blair Gilbert (Vice-Chair)

Matt Ferdock (Secr.)
Majid Alsayegh
Robert Elsas (regrets)
Joe Peterson
OPEN 

STAFF

Charles E. Lyon, Manager 
AGENDA:

An agenda was emailed prior to the meeting. 

Mr. Elsas asked if he could add two items to the agenda:

1. That he summarize a press briefing and 

2. That we discuss the fact that the Amity park that is located in and around Amity gardens might come under development.

OLD BUSINESS:
1. Approval of Minutes:

a. Mr. Gilbert pointed out that the Agenda mistakenly used the date of June 9th for the last meeting.

b. Mr. Peterson pointed out that he did not show up until after the meeting had started.

c. Mr. Gilbert moved to accept the last meeting’s minutes. Mr. Peterson seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously.

2. AWIP Progress:

a. Mr. Ferdock reviewed the minutes from the 1st AWIP meeting.
b. Mr. Gilbert asked if the EDAC could receive a copy of SMM’s scope of work and the impact of retaining the consultant to the EDAC’s budget. Mr. Ferdock will follow up with Mr. Lyon.
c. What has been completed to date relative to the scope of SMM’s work?
d. Mr. Ferdock proposed that the sub-team reconvene and update the EDAC AWIP zoning proposal.

3. Overlay Zoning:
a. Mr. Tornetta delivered an analysis of the potential tax benefit of developing his property along 422.
b. Mr. Elsas will lead the sub-team to analyze and formulate a response to the analysis. He will recruit his fellow team members.
NEW BUSINESS:
1. Notify AWIP land owners
a. Mr. Ferdock motioned that the EDAC draft a letter to the proposed AWIP land owners and send it to the BOS. The motion was seconded by Mr. Gilbert. The motion carried 4 votes yeh to 1 opposed.
2. National Export Initiative Event:

a. Mr. Elsas and Mr. Norheim attended this meeting at the White House. It was well attended. The meeting supported increased exports. 

b. The EDAC was proud to have been represented at this prestigious meeting. Mr. Elsas and Mr. Ferdock will let the BOS know about their attendance which was on CNN and NPR. 
3. Amity Gardens Recreational Area
a. Will be tabled until next meeting.

4. Executive Summary

a. Mr. Alsayegh according to last month’s minutes will attempt to prepare an executive summary of the Township. He will send the draft to Mr. Lyon and Mr. Ferdock.

NEXT AGENDA ITEMS:
AWIP Joint Meeting report
Tornetta Economic Analysis Sub-team Report

Amity Gardens Recreational Area

Review Executive Summary

ADJOURNMENT:
Mr. Peterson motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:07p. Seconded by Mr. Gilbert and carried unanimously.
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