AMITY TOWNSHIP PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD

AMITY TOWNSHIP MUNICIPAL BUILDING

MEETING MINUTES

SEPTEMBER 23, 2008
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:   Harold Boyer, Jerry Kupp, Dave Rathgeb, Joe Rusiewisz,  Risa Marmontello.  Also present:  Charles Lyon, Township Manager.
CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Harold Boyer called the meeting to order with the pledge to the flag at 7:02 pm. 
MOTION to approve meeting minutes of August 26, 2008 made by Joe Rusiewicz; second by Dave Rathgeb.  Motion passed 3-0. 
After meeting with school district officials Mr. Lyon, Township Manager, distributed copies of a proposed access policy for Amity Community Park. Storage units either permanent or temporary were discussed to reduce need for vehicle trips for equipment. A storage pod will be provided for Blazer Midget Football. Baseball organizations that use ACP fields will be asked if they would like to have 4 x 5 storage boxes behind the backstops.  Users of pavilion will be given limited access to pavilion through permits. More police patrols are recommended to reduce vehicles in the park and well as to enforce pet rules. 
John Okuniewski is aware that there have been two complaints from neighboring properties concerning noise from the BMF football games. There appears to be no violation of noise ordinance. Board was invited out to attend games.  Field in close to park trail; discussed a rope installed to reduce conflict. 
MOTION TO RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF ACCESS POLICY.  Motion made by Jerry Kupp, second by Risa Marmontello.  Motion passed 5-0.  
COMMUNITY DAYS DISCUSSION

Larry Hilovsky, Optimist Club, presented preliminary plans to move the Community Days event to Amity Community Park for 2009. Dates would be September 11,12, 13.  They plan to keep most events on hard surface at the middle school parking lot.  They may use fields 47 & 48. Optimists have sent a letter to Tom Legath, School District AD,  to outline what they would need :  Lights, power from school and park, use of bathrooms at the pavilion,  provisions and location for fireworks, use of tennis courts. Official approval will need to be obtained from the school 
district and the township. Traffic flow will still need to be determined. Access to school will not be advisable due to security concerns. 
The plan is to draw in as many community groups as possible to participate in the event. They will also check possible conflict with school schedule. Tasks for the following year will be defined for planning event. 
MOTION TO ENDORSE the relocation of  2009 Community Days to Amity Community Park made by Jerry Kupp; second by Joe Rusiewicz.  Motion passed 5-0. 
DYBA REPORT

Lisa Miller presented the following items from Mike Dekker:

                    Request for two additional loads of infield mix in 2009 budget 

                    Permission to paint new logo on dugouts – needs approval by rec board   
                    Electric bill-  Mr. Lyon will check

                    Possibility of naming fields at ACP for business donations-  will check with solicitor 

                         and licensing committee
                    Permission for 8x12 shed at Lake Drive – review and approval by Steve Loomis

                    Permission for gravel walkway at Hill Road – need sketch

                    Lake Drive- Run water line into snack bar- may trigger health inspection

                         They need spigot closer to the field- staff will check about hose bib at water 

                         fountain.

                    Temporary outfield fence at Myron Wheeler – March – July.  – permission granted

TOWNSHIP MANAGER’S REPORT (attached)
Mr. Lyon reported that the new well pump was installed at Amity Community Park. 
The request for RFP is ready to send out to consultants for the Leaf Creek Trail feasibility study
The final approval for the increase in recreation fees in lieu of is scheduled for the supervisors’ October 1st meeting. Mike Frampton has agreed to supervise the basketball program.
Mr. Lyon distributed a draft lease agreement from Amity A.C.  No information was received on the lights for soccer field.  Board will review agreement for next meeting.  Mr. Lyon will try to contact Amity A.C. Soccer regarding more information. 
MONOCACY HILL SIGNS -  Risa Marmontello reported that two estimates were received by MT Head Signs .  MOTION to recommend approval of three new signs for a total of $1,560. Motion made by Joe Rusiewicz; second by Risa Marmontello.  Motion passed 5-0.  
BUDGET REVIEW

Mr. Lyon reported that the Board of Supervisors had not approved three recreation board recommendations:  Dave Rathgeb’s participation in the PRPS Trail Summit,  the $1,000 donation to the Historic Preservation Trust and the $12,500 matching for the Leaf Creek Trail feasibility study ( DCNR grant) . Supervisor Yanos described these actions as cost costing measures. Mr. Lyon will inquire about the township’s level of commitment for DCNR grant. 

Rec Board feels strongly that the township should proceed with the trail study. 
Joanne Sowers-Smith is scheduling budget workshops in October and November. 
Risa Marmontello reported that the summer day camp program lost approximately $2,000 in 2008. Joe Rusiewicz suggested investigating a full day camp program. Staff will check with Ozzie’s about suggestions for cutting costs next year. 
Board agreed to eliminate the following items from the 2009 budget:

              $7,500 – Capital Outlay – Site improvement ( Security camera for Lake Drive) 

              $7,500 -   Capital Purchase – Equipment ( Gator for Amity Community Park)

Also the following amounts were changed for infield mix 

                   M & R  Lake Drive - $3,800

                   M & R  Hill Road -  $2,550

MOTION TO RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF RESOLUTION RESTRICTING ACTIVITIES AT MONOCACY HILL RECREATION AREA  from December 1 through December 13th, with the exception of Sunday December 7th. Recreation area will be closed to everyone but hunters. Motion made by David Rathgeb; second by Joe Rusiewicz. Motion passed 5-0. 
FOREST STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE

Risa Marmontello distributed an update to board members.  Natural Lands Trust is finishing their site visits.  Draft plan should be complete by October, final plan in January 2009. Committee members met with fire company officials and research is being done regarding future trail trimming costs. An additional $1,465 was promised for the plan by the Bureau of Forestry under their cost share program. 
LICENSE COMMITTEE – No report
PUBLIC COMMENT: None

BOARD CONCERNS - David Rathgeb mentioned that a bike race might be a good event to hold over the Community Days weekend. 

ADJOURNMENT:   MOTION TO ADJOURN MEETING AT 9:35 PM.   Motion made by Jerry Kupp; second by Risa Marmontello.  Motion passed 5-0. 
                                                                Respectfully submitted

                                                                 Risa Marmontello,  Secretary

