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Part 2

Definitions

Section 201. Ceneral Interpretation. Unless otherw se stated hereafter,
words and phrases within this Chapter shall have the nmeaning assigned in this
Part. Terns not defined in this Part shall be interpreted according to comon
usage or as the context may inply. For the purpose of this Chapter, certain
terms and words have been defined and/or interpreted bel ow

(a) Wrds used in the present tense shall include the future
tense.

(b) Wrds in the singular shall include the plural and words in
the plural shall include the singular

(c) Words in the mascul i ne gender shall include the fem nine and
t he neuter.

(d) The words “shall”, “will”, and “rmust” are mandatory.

(e) The words “can” or “nmy” are perm ssive.

() The word “person” includes any “individual”, “company”,
“partnership”, “corporation”, “association”, “unincorporated association”
or other simlar entity.

(9) The words “used for” include “designed for”, “arranged for”
“intended for”, “maintained for” and “occupied for”

(h) The words “buil ding” and “structure” shall be construed as if
foll owed by the phrase “or part thereof”.

(i) The word “lot” shall include the terns “plot”, “parcel”,
“site” and “tract”.

(i) The word “Township” shall refer to Amity Township, Berks
County, Pennsyl vani a.

(Ordi nance 135, Novenber 18, 1992, Section 201)

Section 202. Specific Terns.

(a) Accessory Building. A building subordinate to the principa
buil ding on a lot and used for purposes customarily incidental to those of
the principal use.

(b) Accessory Use. A subordinate use of a portion of a |ot which
is customarily incidental to the main or principal use of land or of a
buil ding on a |lot.

(c) Acre. Forty-three thousand five hundred sixty (43,560) square

feet.

(d) Act . The Pennsylvania Minicipalities Planning Code, as
anmended.

(e) Act 247. The Pennsylvania Minicipalities Planning Code, as
anmended.

(f) Adj acent . The state of being side by side, next to or
adj oi ni ng one anot her.
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(9) ADT (Average Daily Traffic). The average nunber of vehicles
t hat pass over a given point per day.

(h) Agent. Any person other than the devel oper who, acting for
t he subdi vi der or devel oper, submts subdivision or | and devel opnent pl ans
to the Township for the purpose of obtaining approval.

(i) Alley. A right-of-way or street that is nunicipally or
privately owned which serves as a secondary vehicul ar access to the side
or rear of two (2) or nore properties.

Alluvial Soils. Soils which have been forned in alluvium and
deposited by past stream or flooding conditions.

(k) Al luvium Soil material such as sand, silt or clay that has
been deposited on | and by past stream or flooding conditions.

(1) Alteration. Any change or rearrangement in the structura
parts or in the existing facilities of a building or structure or any
enl argenent thereof, whether by extension on any side or by an increase in
hei ght, or the noving of such building fromone |ocation or position to
anot her.

Annexation. The act of adding, joining or uniting one (1) |ot
to another lot in order to create out of said two (2) lots a larger tract
or parcel of land intended for separate use, building devel opment or
transfer of ownership.

(n) Applicant. A | andowner or devel oper, as hereinafter defined
who has filed an application for developnent, including his heirs,
representatives, successors and assigns.

(0) Architect. A professional architect registered in the
Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a.

Berm An earth mound with a maxi mum si de sl ope of 3:1 covered
with grass, shrubbery or ground cover and which is intended to block
views, create |andscape interest or inpound water.

(a) Block. A tract of land or a ot or group of lots, bounded by
streets, public parks, railroad rights-of-way, water courses or bodies of
wat er, boundary l|ines of the Township, or by any conbination of the above.

(r) Board of Supervisors. The Board of Supervisors of the
Townshi p of Amity, Berks County, Pennsyl vani a.

(s) Buf fer Yard. A continuous strip of land which is clear of al
bui I di ngs and paved areas and is adequately | andscaped in accordance wth
Section 517 of this Chapter.

(t) Building. A structure enclosed within exterior walls or fire
wal I's, built, erected and franed of conmponent structural parts, designed
for the enclosure and support of individuals, animals or property of any
ki nd.

(u) Building Area. The total area taken on a horizontal plane at
the main grade level of all primary and accessory buildings on a |ot,
excl udi ng unroofed porches, paved terraces, steps, eaves and gutters, but
i ncludi ng all encl osed extensions.

(v) Bui | di ng Cover age. The percentage of a lot covered hy
princi pal and accessory buil di ngs.

(w) Bui | di ng Envel ope. The area of lot that is not subject to any
requi red buil ding setbacks and/ or devel oprment restrictions.
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(x) Bui | di ng Hei ght . The vertical distance neasured from the
average elevation of the finished grade at the two (2) front corners of
the building to the highest point of the roof.

(y) Bui | di ng Lengt h. The neasurenent of a building in one (1)
general direction.

(2) Bui | di ng Set back. The mninmum distance a building or
structure nust be set back fromthe street right-of-way |ine (except the
ri ght-of-way of a service street).

(aa) Building Setback Line. The 1line wthin a property
establishing the mninmum required distance between any building or
structure, or portions thereof, to be erected or altered and a street
right-of-way (except the right-of-way of a service street). The distance
shal | be measured at right angles fromthe street right-of-way |ine which
abuts the property and the building setback Iine shall be parallel to said
ri ght-of-way |ine.

(bb) Cartway. The portion of a street right-of-way, paved or
unpaved, intended for vehicul ar use.

(cc) Centerline (Street). A line neasured m dway between and
parallel to the street right-of-way line, or as otherw se defined on plans
and deeds of record.

(dd) Certificate of Use and Qccupancy. A statenent, based on an
i nspection, signed by the Zoning Oficer, setting forth that a buil ding,
structure, sign and/or |and conplies with the Townshi p Zoni ng O di nance
(see Chapter XXXII of the Township Code of Odinances), or that a
buil ding, structure, sign and/or land may be lawfully enployed for
speci fic uses or both.

(ee) dear Sight Triangle. An area of unobstructed vision at
street intersections defined by lines of sight between points at a given
di stance fromthe intersection of the street center I|ines.

(ff) Cduster Devel opnent. An alternative developrent nethod
wherein structures are arranged in closely related groups, reducing |ot
sizes, preserving land for open space, and permitting innovative site
desi gn.

(gg) Conmon Open Space. A parcel or parcels of land or an area of
water, or a conbination of land and water, within the devel opnent site
designed and intended for use or enjoynent of all residents of the
devel opnent in which it is located. Land included within the right-of-way
lines of streets shall not be classified as conmpn open space. Cormmon
open spaces shall not include required open areas between buil dings and
bet ween bui |l di ngs and street rights-of-way, driveways, parking areas and

property lines in the developnent. No dwelling unit, residentia
accessory buildings or parking area nay be located within commopn open
spaces.

(hh) Conmmon Parking Area. A parking facility other than those
provided within the lot lines of a lot on which one (1) single-famly
detached dwel ling, one (1) single-fanily sem -detached dwelling or one (1)
t ownhouse is | ocated.

(ii) Conmmon WAII. A wall used or adopted for joint service between
two (2) buildings or parts thereof.

(jj) Conpletion. The act of bringing to a condition of physica
conpl eteness and readi ness for use and occupancy.
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(kk) Conprehensive Plan. The docunent entitled the “Amty Township
Conprehensive Plan”, or any part thereof, adopted by the Board of
Supervi sors.

(I'l') Construction Site. The total necessary land required for all
bui I di ngs or uses within a unified devel opnent before a zoning or building
permt may be issued.

(mm  Conversi on. To change or adapt land or structures to a
di fferent use, occupancy or purpose.

(nn) County. The County of Berks, Commonweal th of Pennsyl vani a.

(o0) County Planning Conm ssion. The Berks County Pl anning
Conmi ssi on.
Court . A portion of a lot unoccupied above grade but
partially or wholly surrounded by the walls of a structure or buil ding.

(qq) Crosswalk (Interior Wlk). A publicly or privately owned
ri ght-of-way for pedestrian use extending froma street into a block or
across a block to another street.

(rr) Curb Line. The edge of the cartway.

(ss) Dedication. The deliberate appropriation of land by its owner
for any general and public use, reserving to hinself no other rights than
those that are conpatible with the full exercise and enjoynent of the
public uses to which the property has been devoted.

(tt) Density. The nunber of dwelling units per gross acre.

(uu) Design Standards. Regul ations inposing standards for the
| ayout by which a subdivision or |and devel oprment is devel oped.

(vv) Devel oper. Any | andowner, whether an individual, firm
partnership, association, corporation, estate, trust or any other group or
combination acting as a unit (or agent of said |andowner authorized
t her eby) whi ch undertakes the subdivision or devel opment of |and.

( Devel opnent. Any man-nade change to inproved or uninproved
land, including but not limted to buildings or other structures, the
installation of utilities, filling, grading, paving, excavation, nning
dredging or drilling operations.

(xx) Devel oprent Plan. The provisions for devel opnent of a plat of
subdi vi sion, all covenants relating to use, |ocation and bul k of buildings
and other structures, intensity of use or density of devel opnent, streets,
rights-of-way, and parking facilities, conmon open space and public
facilities. The phrase “provisions of the devel opnent plan” when used in
this Chapter shall nean the witten and graphic naterials referred to in
this definition.

(yy) Drainage Facility. Any ditch, swale, culvert, gutter, pipe,
pond, storm sewer or other structure designed, intended and/or constructed
for the purpose of diverting surface waters from or carrying surface
waters off streets, public rights-of-way, recreational areas, parking
facilities or any part of any subdivision, |and devel opnent or conti guous
I and area.

(zz) District. A portion of the Township within which certain
uni formregul ati ons and requi rements or conbi nati ons thereof apply under
the provisions of this Chapter

(aaa) Driveway. A private right-of-way providing for vehicular and

pedestri an access between a public street and a parking area within a | ot
or property.
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(bbb) Dwelli ng. A building or structure, or portion thereof,
arranged, intended, designed or used as the living quarters for one or
nore famlies living independently of each other. Such buil dings as

hospitals, hotels, boarding, roomng or |odging houses, nursing hones,
notel s, and institutional residences are not included in the definition of
dwel I'i ng.

(ccc) Dwelling Unit. A building or portion thereof providing one
(1) or nore roons arranged for the use of one (1) or nore individuals
living together as a single housekeeping unit, and having no cooking or
sanitary facilities in common with any other dwelling unit.

(ddd) Easenent. A right-of-way granted, but not dedicated, for
limted use of private land for a public or quasi-public purpose, and
within which the owner of the property shall not erect any pernanent
structures, but shall have the right to make any other use of the |and
which is not inconsistent with the rights of the grantee.

(eee) Engineer. A licensed professional engineer registered by the
Comonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a.

(fff) Erosion. The process by which soil and bedrock are worn away
by the action of wind, water, climte or chem cal action

(ggg) Excavation. Any act by which earth, sand, gravel or rock is
dug into, cut, quarried or noved.

(hhh) Floodway. The channel of a river or other watercourse and the
adj acent land areas required to carry and discharge a flood of the one
hundred (100) year nmgnitude.

(iii) Fence. A man-nade barrier placed or arranged as a line of
denarcati on between lots or to enclose a |lot or portion thereof. The term
“fence” shall be deemed to include a wall

(jj]) Gade. The inclination, with the horizontal, of a street
which is generally expressed by stating the vertical rise or fall as a
percentage of the horizontal distance and/or the level of the |and
i mproved or uni nproved.

(kkk) Governing Body. The Amity Township Board of Supervisors.

(I'1'l) Hgh Water Table Soils. Surface soils which are within three
feet (3') of the seasonable high water table.

(mm) H ghway Access Point. A place of ingress/egress from or
access to a street or highway created by a driveway or another street or
hi ghway. Measur enent between them shall be from the centerline of one
such point to the centerline of another such point.

(nnn) H ghway Frontage. The |ot dinmensions measured along the
right-of-way |ine of any one street or highway abutting a |ot.

(oo0) Hydric Soil. A soil that is saturated, flooded or ponded | ong
enough during the growi ng season to devel op anaerobic conditions in the
upper part.

(ppp) lnpervious Coverage. The percentage of |ot area covered hy
any and all inpervious materials, such as buildings, paved parking areas,
paved wal ks, terraces and simlar surfaces which do not normally absorb
rainfall.

(ggqq) Inpervious Surfaces. Those surfaces which do not absorb

water. Al buildings, parking areas, driveways, roads, sidewal ks and any
areas in concrete, asphalt or packed stone shall be considered inpervious

XXVII-11



NLP AM TY CODE 13404-10 C27 4/8/05 #104593

surfaces within this definition. |In addition, other areas deterni ned by
the Township Engineer to be inpervious within the neaning of this
definition will also be classified as inpervious surfaces.

(rrr) lnprovenent. Those physical additions and nodifications to
the land that nmay be required to insure that the site is suitable for the
proposed | and use.

(sss) lnprovenents Agreenents. An agreenent (in a form and manner
acceptable to the Township) requiring a developer to install the
i mprovenents required by this Chapter and any inprovenents or anenities
whi ch appear on the plan in accordance with the requirenments of this
Chapter.

(ttt) lnprovenent Setback. The m ni num di stance an inprovenent rmnust
be set back froma street right-of-way and/or property line.

(uuu) I nprovenent Specifications. Regulations adopted pursuant to
this Chapter inmposing mnimm standards for the construction of the
required inprovenents such as roads, storm drainage facilities, curbs,
si dewal ks, sanitary sewage facilities, etc.

(vvv) Land Devel oprent. The inprovenent of one (1) lot or two (2)
or nore contiguous lots, tracts or parcels of land for any purpose
i nvol vi ng:

(D a group of two (2) or nore residential or non-
resi dential buildings, whether proposed initially or cumulatively,
or a single non-residential building on a lot or lots regardl ess of
t he nunber of occupants or tenure; or

(2) the division or allocation of land or space, whether
initially or cumul atively, between or anong two (2) or nore existing
or prospective occupants by neans of, or for the purpose of,
streets, common areas, |easeholds, condom niuns, buil ding groups or
ot her features; or

(3) a subdi vi si on of | and.

Landowner. The legal or beneficial owner or owners of |and,
i ncluding the hol der of an option or contract to purchase (whether or not
such option or contract is subject to any condition). A lessee under a
written | ease, who has witten authorization of the | egal owner shall be
deened to be a | andowner for the purpose of this Chapter

(xxx) Landscape Architect. A professional |andscape architect
regi stered by the Comonweal th of Pennsyl vani a.

(yyy) Lot. A tract or parcel of land, regardless of size, held in
single or joint ownership, not necessarily a lot or lots shown on a duly
recorded map, which is occupi ed or capable of being occupied by buil dings,
structures and accessory buildings, including such open spaces as are
arranged, designed or required. The term“lot” shall also nean parcel
plot, site or any simlar term

(1) Corner Lot. A lot situate at and abutting the
intersection of two (2) streets having an interior angle of
intersection not greater than one hundred thirty-five degrees
(135°). The front yard and lot width requirements shall apply to
each public street to which the corner | ot has frontage.

(2) Interior Lot. A lot other than a corner lot, the sides
of which do not abut a street.

(3) Reverse Frontage Lots. Lots which have frontage on two
(2) public streets while restricting vehicular access solely from
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the public street which would front along the comonly identified
rear of the lot.

(4) Through Lot. An interior lot having frontage on two (2)
parall el or approxinmately parallel streets.

(5) Flag Lot or Keyhole Lot. An irregularly shaped | ot
characterized by an elongated extension from a street to the
principal part of the lot. The flag or keyhole shape of the lot is
normal Iy intended to provide for access to an otherw se | and | ocked
interior parcel.

(zzz) Lot Area (G oss). The space contained within the |Iot |ines,
including land area within all existing and future/ultinate street rights-
of -ways, areas delineated as “wetlands”, areas identified as conmopn open
space and land area within all wutility, nunicipal and storm water
easenents.

(aaaa) Lot Area (Net). The space contained within the lot |ines,
excluding any and all land areas as follows: areas within existing or
designated ultimate street rights-of-ways; areas delineated as “wetl ands”;
areas identified as comopn open space; and areas wthin easenents
dedi cated for utility, municipal or storm water purposes. The net | ot
area for all proposed lots shall be no smaller than the mnimmlot size
for the zoning district in which the ot is |ocated.

(bbbb) Lot Coverage. The percentage of a | ot covered by principa
and accessory buil dings.

(cccc) Lot Depth. The nean average horizontal distance between the
front and the rear lot lines.

(dddd) Lot Frontage. That portion of a lot which fronts on a single
street.

(eeee) Lot Line. Aline formng the front, rear or side boundary of

alot.

(1) Front Lot Line. The line separating a lot from a
street.

(2) Rear Lot Line. The lot line which is opposite the front
lot line. The rear line of any triangularly or irregularly shaped
ot shall be established such that it will be at |east ten feet
(10') I ong.

(3) Side Lot Line. Any lot Iine other than a front or rear
ot line.

(ffff) Lot of Record. A lot or parcel recorded in the Ofice of the
Recorder of Deeds of Berks County, Pennsylvania.

(gggg) Lot Wdth. The width of a ot neasured at the street |ine
and at the legal right-of-way line or ultimate right-of-way line (where it
exists) of the public street imedi ately adjacent thereto.

(hhhh) Marker. A marker shall be a nmetal reinforced pin of at |east
three-quarters inch (3/4") in diameter and at l|east thirty-six inches
(36") in |length.

(iiii) Monunent. A nmonunent shall be a concrete monument of at
least thirty inches (30") in length and have a flat top at |east four
inches (4") in dianmeter or square with the bottom sides being two inches
(2") or greater. Al concrete nonunments shall contain a copper or brass
dowel (plug).
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(jjjj) Mitiple Dwelling Building. A building providing separate
dwelling units for three (3) or nore famlies.

(kkkk) Municipality. The Township of Anmity, Berks County,
Pennsyl vani a.

(rr1r) Municipal Use. A land use owned, operated and/or maintained
by the Township such as, but not limted to, recreationa

areas/facilities, educational facilities, energency nmanagenent facilities,
adm nistrative offices, neeting roons, water and sewage facilities,
utilities, road nmaterials and equipnment storage facilities, cultura
facilities, historical facilities and other simlar governnmental |and
uses.

(mmm) Oficial Map. The Zoning Map of Amity Township (see Chapter
XXXI'l of the Township Code of Ordinances).

(nnnn) One-Hundred (100) Year Flood: A flood that, on the average,
is likely to occur once every one hundred (100) years, i.e., that has a
one percent (1% chance of occurring each year, although the flood may
occur in any year.

(o000) Qpen Space. Unoccupi ed space open to the sky and on the sane
ot with the principal use.

(pppp) Parking Lot. An off-street area designated solely for the
parking of notor vehicles, including driveways, passageways and
maneuveri ng space appurtenant thereto.

(qgqq) Parking Perineter. The limt beyond which parking is not
al | oned, the circunscribed parking area.

(rrrr) Parking Space. A reasonable |evel space, available for the
par ki ng of one (1) nmotor vehicle, not less than ten feet (10') w de and
havi ng an area of not |ess then two hundred (200) square feet exclusive of
passageways or other neans of circulation or access.

(ssss) Paved Area. The percentage of |ot area covered by any and

all inpervious materials, such as buildings, paved parking areas, paved
wal ks, terraces and simlar surfaces which do not normally absorb
rainfall.

(tttt) Plan. The proposal for subdivision or |and devel opnent,

including all covenants, grants or easenents and other conditions relating
to use, location and bulk of buildings, density of devel opnment, comon
open space and public facilities.

(D Sketch Pl an. An informal plan, drawn to scale,
i ndicating existing features of a tract and the general |ayout of
the proposed subdivision or |and devel opnent. The plan shall be

presented for discussion purposes only and not for approval.

(2) Prelimnary Pl an. A tentative subdivision or |and
devel opnent plan (including all required suppl enentary data) show ng
the pertinent features of a tract and proposed street and | ot |ayout
as a basis for consideration prior to preparation of a final plan

(3) Final Plan. A conplete and exact subdivision or |and
devel opnent plan (including all required suppl emental data) prepared
for official recording as required by statute, to define property
ri ghts, proposed streets and other inprovenents.

(4) M nor Subdi vi sion Pl an. A conplete and exact plan
prepared in accordance with the standards and linmtations specified
under Subsection 306(b) of this Chapter
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(5) As-Built/ I nprovenent Plan. A detail ed engineering plan
showing the construction details of streets, storm drainage
facilities and other inprovenments as required by this Chapter

(6) Plan of Record. An exact copy of the approved fina
pl an whi ch has been officially recorded by the Berks County Recorder
of Deeds.

(uuuu) Planned Residential Devel opnment (PRD). An area of I|and
controlled by a | andowner, to be devel oped as a single entity for a nunber
of dwelling units, the devel opnent plan for which does not correspond in
ot size, bulk or type of dwelling, density, |lot coverage and required
open space to the regul ations established in any one residential district
created, fromtinme to time, under the provisions of this Chapter. Al
standards and specifications for PRD's are contained within Part 7 of the
Anmity Townshi p Zoning O di nance (see Chapter XXXl | of the Township Code of
Or di nances) .

(vvvv) Planning Comm ssion. The Planning Conmi ssion of the Township
of Amty, Berks County, Pennsyl vani a.

Plat. The map or plan of a subdivision or |and devel opnent,
whet her sketch, prelinmnary or final

(xxxx) Principal Building. A building in which a principal use on a
lot is carried on.

(yyyy) Principal Use. The nain or primary purpose for which any
| and, structure or building is designed, arranged or intended, and for
which it may be occupied or naintained under the ternms of the Township
Zoni ng Ordi nance (see Chapter XXXIl of the Township Code of O dinances).

(zzzz) Recreation Area (Active). Land area that contains facilities
that require visitors/participants to becone involved in physical or an
energetic moving function, primarily group functions.

(aaaaa) Recreation Area (Passive). Land area that contains
facilities that require visitors/participants to becone involved in quiet
functions that do not require physical or energetic functions.

(bbbbb) Requl atory Flood Elevation. The one hundred (100) year
flood elevation plus a freeboard safety factor of one and one-half feet
(1.5").

(ccccc) Reverse Strip. A parcel of |land separating a street from
ot her adj acent properties or from another street.

(ddddd) Resubdivi sion. Any change of lot lines within a previously
approved subdi vi sion. Any replatting or new division of |[|and.
Repl attings shall be considered as constituting a new subdivision of |and.

(eeeee) Review. An exam nation of subdivision or |and devel opnent
pl an by the Pl anning Comr ssion and the Board of Supervisors to deternine
conpliance with this Chapter and the administrative regulations, design
standards and i nmprovenent specifications enacted pursuant thereto.

(fffff) R ght-of-Way. The total width of any land that is reserved
or dedicated for streets, utilities, drainage facilities or other public
pur poses.

(D Exi sting Ri ght-of -Wy. The legal right-of-way as
currently established by the Comonwealth or other appropriate
governing authority.

(2) Utimate Right-of-Wy. The right-of-way deened
necessary to provi de adequate width for future inmprovenent.
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(0gggg) Sanitary Sewer System A system designated to coll ect
treat and di spose of sewage fromusers in conpliance with state and | oca
regul ati ons.

(1) On-Lot System A sewage disposal system which collects,
treats and disposes of sewage or holds sewage from only one (1)
dwel | i ng, principal use or |lot.

(2) Community System A sewage disposal system which
collects, treats and disposes of sewage from nore than one (1)
source by a system of pipes to a central treatnent and di sposa
pl ant, generally serving a nei ghborhood area.

(3) Public or Miunicipal System A sewage disposal system
whi ch collects, treats and di sposes of sewage from nore than one (1)
source by a system of pipes to a central treatnent and disposa
pl ant, but not confined to a nei ghborhood area.

(hhhhh) Sewage Enforcement Officer (SEQ. An official designated by
the Townshi p who issues and reviews permt applications and conducts such
i nvestigations and inspections as are necessary to inplenent the rules and
regul ati ons as established by the Pennsyl vani a Departnent of Environnenta
Protection for design and installation of sewage facilities.

(iiiii) Sight Distance. The required horizontal |ength of a roadway
visible to the driver of a passenger vehicle at any given point on the
roadway when the view is unobstructed by vehicular traffic. Horizonta
si ght distances shall be neasured in each direction fromthe edge of the
cartway at a point three and one-half feet (3.5") above the road surface
to a point six inches (6") above the centerline of the road surface.

(jjjij) Site. A parcel or parcels of land intended to have one or
nore buil dings, or intended to be subdivided into one or nore |ots.

(kkkkk) Soil Survey. A document entitled “Soil Survey of Berks
County, Pennsylvania” issued in Septenber, 1970 by the United States
Departnment of Agriculture in cooperation with the Pennsylvania State
University and the Pennsyl vani a Departnent of Agriculture.

(Ir1rr) Soil Percolation Test. A field test conducted by a person
qualified according to the rules and regulations of the Pennsylvania
Department of Environmental Protection to determne the suitability of the
soil for on-lot sanitary sewage disposal facilities by nmeasuring the
absorptive capacity of the soil at any given |ocation and depth.

(mmm) Solid Waste. Waste including solid, liquid, sem -solid or
cont ai ned gaseous material s.

(nnnnn) Street: A public or private right-of-way, excluding
driveways, intended as a neans of vehicular and pedestrian travel,
furnishing access to abutting properties. The word “street” includes
t hor oughfare, avenue, boul evard, court, drive, expressway, highway and
simlar termns.

(1) Arterial (Major) Street. A street serving a large
vol une of conparatively high-speed and | ong di stance traffic.

(2) Collector Street. A street which, in addition to
provi di ng access to abutting properties, intercepts mnor streets to
provide a route serving fifty (50) or nore dwelling units to give
access to community facilities and/or arterial streets or other
coll ector streets. Streets within an industrial or comrerci al
devel opnent shall be considered collector streets.
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(3) Mnor Street. A street used primarily to provide access
to residential properties.

(4) Cul -de-sac Street. A minor street intersecting another
street at one end, and termnating in a vehicular turnaround at the
ot her end.

(5) Margi nal Access Street. A minor street, parallel and
adjacent to an arterial or collector street (separated by a reverse
strip) which provides access to abutting properties and control of
i ntersections.

(6) Service Street (Alley). A mnor right-of-way providing
secondary vehicular access to the side or rear of two (2) or nore
properties.

(7) Public Street. A street offered for dedication and
accepted by the Township for public use.

(8) Private Street. A street not offered or intended to be
of fered for dedication to the Township for public use.

(ooo000) Street Frontage. The |ot dinmension neasured along the
street line or right-of-way |line of any one street or highway abutting a
| ot.

(ppppp) Street Line. The dividing line between a lot and the
out si de boundary of a public street, road or highway right-of-way |egally
open or officially mapped by a nunicipality or higher governnental
authority, between a |lot and the outside boundary of a street shown on a
recorded subdivision or |and devel opnent plan, or between a lot and a
private street or road which the owners or tenants of one or nore lots
held in single and separate ownership have a right-of -way.

(qgqqq) Structure. Any man-nmade object having an ascertainable
stationary location on or in land or water, whether or not affixed to the
| and.

(rrrrr) Subdivider. Any | andowner, whether an individual, firm
partnership, association, corporation, estate, trust or any other group or
combination acting as a unit (or agent of said |andowner authorized
t her eby) whi ch undertakes the subdivision or devel opment of |and.

(sssss) Subdivision. The division or redivision of a lot, tract or
parcel of land by any nmeans into two (2) or nore lots, tracts, parcels or
ot her divisions of land, including changes in existing lot Iines for the
pur pose, whether imrediate or future, of |ease, partition by the court for
distribution to heirs or devisees, transfer of ownership or building or
| ot devel opnent.

(ttttt) Subdivision and Land Devel opnent Ordinance. The Amty
Townshi p Subdi vi si on and Land Devel opnent O di nance of 1992; as anended on
July 6, 1993; as further anended on June 3, 1996; as further anended on
Cctober 6, 1997; as further amended on April 26, 1999; as further anmended
on April 3, 2000.

(uuuuu) Surveyor. A professional |and surveyor registered by the
Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a.

(vvvvv) Townshi p. The Township of Anity, Berks County,
Pennsyl vani a.

(www) Townshi p Engineer. A professional engineer |icensed as such
in the Cormonweal th of Pennsylvani a and appoi nted by the Township

XXVII-17



NLP AM TY CODE 13404-10 C27 4/8/05 #104593

(xxxxx) Use. The specific purpose for which land, a sign or a
structure or building is designed, arranged or intended, or for which it
may be occupied or maintained, or any activity, occupation, business or
operation which may be carried on, thereon or therein. The term
“permtted use” or its equivalent shall not be deenmed to include any non-
conform ng use.

(yyyyy) Uilities. Those services customarily rendered by public
utility corporations, mnunicipalities or municipal authorities, in the
nature of electricity, gas, tel ephone, water and sewerage, including the
appurtenances used in connection with the supplying of such services
(buil dings, wires, pipes and poles).

(zzzzz) Water Supply System A systemdesignated to transmt water
from the source to users, in conmpliance with the requirenments of the
appropriate state agencies and the Township

(1) On-Lot Water Supply System A water supply system which
transmits water from a source on the lot to one (1) dwelling,
principal use or lot.

(2) Comunity Water Supply System A tenporary water supply
system which transmits from a comopn source to nore than one (1)
dwel I'i ng, principal use and/or lot within a single neighborhood. A
community water supply systemnay be permtted on a tenporary basis
for devel opnments which are to be permanently serviced by a public
wat er supply system

(3) Public or Minicipal Water Supply System A system of
water collection, storage, transmssion and delivery which is
proposed to service a community, but not confined to a single
nei ghbor hood.

(aaaaaa) Wetlands. Those areas that are inundated or saturated by
surface or ground water at a frequency and duration sufficient to support,
and that under nornal circunstances do support, a preval ence of vegetation
typically adapted for Ilife in saturated soil conditions. Wet | ands
general ly include swanps, marshes, bogs and simlar areas. The three (3)
maj or characteristics of wetlands include vegetation, soil and hydrol ogy.

(bbbbbb) Wodl and Extraction. The clear cutting of mature trees
(six inches (6") or nmore in diameter) to provide an adequate area for
devel opnent .

(cccccc) Yard. An open space on the sane lot with a structure (or a
group of structures) which lies between the structure (or a group of
structures) and a lot Iine and which is unoccupi ed and unobstructed from
the ground upward except as herein permtted.

(1) Front Yard. A yard extending the full width of the Iot
between a structure and the front lot line. On lots abutting nore
than one public street other than an alley the front vyard
requi renent shall apply fronting each public street.

(2) Rear Yard. A yard extending the full wi dth of the | ot
between a structure and a rear lot |ine.

(3) Side Yard. A yard extending fromthe front yard to the
rear yard between a structure and the nearest side lot |ine.

(dddddd) Zoning. Division of all the land of an entire politica
subdivision into districts having different regulations pertaining to use
of land; and height, area, bulk and use of buildings, and vyard
requi rements; and in sone states density of population. Zoning is
af fected by Il ocal ordi nance under the police power of the state granted by
specific legislation generally termed an “enabling act”.
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(eeeeee) Zoning Map. The Amity Township Zoning Map (see Chapter
XXXI'I of the Townshi p Code of Ordinances).

(ffffff) Zoning Oficer. The agent or official designhated by the
governing body to administer and enforce the Township Zoning O dinance
(see Chapter XXXI'1 of the Townshi p Code of Ordinances).

(g99gggg) Zoning Ordi nance. The Amity Township Zoni ng O di nance of
1991; as anmended on May 4, 1992; as further amended on Novenber 18, 1992;
as further amended on August 29, 1994; as further anended on April 27,
1998; as further anended on April 26, 1999; as further amended on Cctober
11, 1999 (see Chapter XXXI|I of the Townshi p Code of Ordinances).

(Ordi nance 135, Novenber 18, 1992, Section 202; as anended by Ordinance 165,

Apri |

26, 1999, Sections 1 & 2)
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Part 3

Application Procedures

Section 301. General Procedures.

(a) This Part provides an overview of the general procedures for
the application, subm ssion, review and approval of proposed subdivision
pl ans or | and devel opment plans within Amty Township

(b) Al subdivision and land developnent plans wthin the
corporate limts of Amity Township shall be reviewed by the Amty Township
Pl anni ng Commi ssion, the Berks County Planning Comn ssion and other
Townshi p, State and County officials as deened necessary, and shall be
approved or disapproved by the Anmity Township Board of Supervisors in
accordance with the procedures specified within this Part and within other
sections of this Chapter

(c) For all proposed subdivision and |and devel opment plans,
except those exenpted from standard procedures, a Sketch Plan, Prelimnary
Plan, and Final Plan rmust be subnitted to the Township for review and
approval . Those plans exenpted fromthis standard procedure shall conply
with the procedures identified under Section 306 of this Chapter

(Ordi nance 135, Novenber 18, 1992, Section 301)

Section 302. Jurisdiction

(a) The Board of Supervisors shall have jurisdiction of
subdi vision and | and devel oprrent within the Township limts. In order to
assi st the Board of Supervisors in its consideration of subdivisions and
| and devel opnents, the Board of Supervisors hereby decrees that the
Townshi p Pl anni ng Conmi ssion shall serve the follow ng functions:

(1) Al'l  plans proposing subdivision or |and devel opnent,
upon subm ssion to the Township, shall be referred to the Pl anning
Conmi ssion for review

(2) The Pl anning Conmi ssion shall make recomendations to
the Board of Supervisors concerning approval, conditional approva
or di sapproval of such plans.

(3) The Pl anni ng Commi ssion shall al so nmake recomendati ons
to the Board of Supervisors concerning the interpretation of this
Chapter and the Townshi p Zoni ng Ordi nance (see Chapter XXXI| of the
Townshi p Code of Ordi nances).
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